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Blast through CPC faults and 
errors - we show you how! 
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O Discover 
the power off 
MicroDesign 
page processing 

O PD programmer 
David Hall speaks out! 

O Multiface poke tutorial! 
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PUIS: NEWS, MACHINE CODE PROGRAMMING, FANZINE, READER ADS * COMMS 
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Regulars 



12TheAA 
troubleshooting 



A fHW* 

haircut, 

wearing 

support tights 

and cutting 

down on 

crisps might 

revitalise your 

appearance and 

sense of inner 

wellbeing. 

Richard 

Fairtiurst says 

you can do 

something similar 

for your CPC! So 

turn to page 12 to see 

how to spring a seasonal 

surprise on your computer. If II 

be good for both of you and need 

cost no more man your time? 



1 8 Designs on 
layout 

Angela Cook 
makes he ad fines 
with JvfrcroDesign 
while Andrew 
Chapman highlights Mlif » B,li i ,1! mmkm 
the hallmarks of desktop publishing, 
w 




ill r"* »*■, 

HI ' — ' 

THERE, 




1 5 Can you 
hack it? 

Make the jump from wannabe to 
experienced hacker in the first half of 
Lee Rouane's guide to multfface pokes. 
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Tas-SpeM and Tasword, 
Pretext (CP/M and disc 
versions), ProPrirrt, die ROM 
version: some of the best of 
the CPC word processing 
i packages and all waiting to be 
L '*■ - won. Get lucky mis month 
- turn to page 231 
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On your covertape 



platform game. 



ll'iHh 



Chuckle Egg: la 

Get Hie fighting ipiriti 

DISC EDITOR 

Requires DES demo from Covertope 111. 



DISC ARCHIVE* 

Roqoires DES dano fron Covertooe 111 

COLUMBIA Vl.l 

tow cfcmte to opfrodo to Cohmbk 
item Covertope 114. 



ASSEMBLY LINE 

SOURCE CODE 

Madfee code for a sonplc gam. 



Turn to page 1 2 now to see this one in 
operation! 



Turn to page 5 now! 



3 What's happening 

If its new (Ts here Have you won our 
Scottree' and *Comms' compos? 
• Wkn a com «T tf» TU» anil 

4 Reaction 

Make your points Make our day. 

5 Serious action! 

Engaging games and preoccupying 
programs selected specifically for you 

» Classifieds 

The M bring and wave rt goodbye 
sates. They're here and the/re free. 

20 Amscene Directory 

Clubs, comms, upgrades and user 
groups. Your one-stop gude 

23 Competition! 

WmthepckottheCFCWFs: 
Xas Word and Pretext. ProPrwl 

24 Bock issues 

A good deal at great prices 

Serious stuff 

16 Assembly line 

Good game' Wei. rf it isn't you've only 
yourself 1o Name. Why? You wrote ft! 

17 Hardware 

Would owning a mouse get you out of 
a note? Richard Widey nose 

21 Techy forum 

Richard Favhurst talks around the 
subject of borders before getting ate 
specific on the internet 

Leisure zone 

6 Public image 

Kerth Woods on the ptcfe ol PO and m 
conversation with David Hal 

8 Cheat mode 

See Sherwood for the trees and 
Capp it at with an "andy cheat 

9 Further rending 

Amstrad Power, CPC Southwest 
Magazne reviewed. Plus* Fanzine news 



AA1 17 on sale: 

Thursday, 
25 May, 1995 






NEWS 



EV.p".«* " J , 'e\* 1 > jf •*» ■-_: ■ . '. ■ 






Wbafs ha p p e n 



n 



Well connected 

As well as being great for special interests, 
business communication and general 
conversation, the Internet is a valuable tool for 
education - being able to link up to a school or 
college in the world at the speed ol light opens 
up a new world of information and discussion. 

Project Connect aims to get schools orHine; 
looks to give students access to libraries, 
encyclopedias, weather, geography, sound, 
images, films, news reels and videos, among 
other helpful resources. Students will have e-mail, 
allowing them to exchange ideas with 
contemporaries across the world. 'Enquiry 
learning*. Connect say, "will have come of age*. 

The scheme is said to be one of the biggest 
advancements in learning this century. 

TOSCA. Unrt ]p. Station Building. Station Head. GotMneon. 
Ht OtWtry. Shropi SVU 3« • 01 Ml 670543. 

Comm(s)on knowledge 

Still on the subject ol the . 

Internet, if you are still unsure 
what comms is all about, why 
not visit the Science Museum 
next time you're in London? 

Information Superhighway is 
ttre subject of a an interactive, j i 

screertbased exhibition open 
between WeoViesday, 26 April .— 
and Sunday 3 September 
1995. 

Science Muacurn, Exhibition Road, 
South Kenatngton. London Sw7 200 " 

01 n Q3B eoea/aoos. opening 

hour*: 10am 6pm Mon Sun £5 

adult*. i260 OAP/Conct. Frte to the I 

dttabled and after 4.30pm **• tnTk* Intone 
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Ex 'Static 

look out for the Go Anywhere Enhanced 
Performance 3.5-meh discs from 3M Data 
Storage 3M say the new discs are designed to: 
► cut down on the static buildup that can lead to 
corruptions and data loss; 

• reduce friction while discs are in use; 

• and withstand temperature, pressure and 
humidity changes with a higher success rate. In 
continuous tests, 3M say mat these wonderdiscs 
show a 95% reduction in fungus, mould and data 
loss over conventional discs. 

I3M claim that the discs are 
indestructible, and that they 
can store up 2Mb of data. 
Although there tsn't currently a 
system which makes use of 
this on the CPC, expect to see 
- ,l 'I those higlKapacityOOS 
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Widgets for sale 

STS Software, longtime veterans of the CPC 
market, have a some new offers: 

• 61 28 upgrade ROM - STS kit for upgrading a 
164 to a 61 28 costs £1 5 down from £25; 

• Plus widget - those dcngles for connecting 
normal CPC hardware to the Plus are down to 
£7.95 from £9.99. 

• ParaOOS. - me STS high-capacity disc 
operating system now costs £15 (ROM only). 

• Turbo Imager - the STS ROM-based disc 
archiver (as reviewed in AA1 1 3} now costs £10, 

STS, 298 notion Row). 9*rry. South W«l« 
CF*3 4HW « 01*46 700730, 



Radical, dude 

Are you stuck for software to 
buy this spring? Radical 
Software are making things 
easy for you - their March 
catalogue is free. And with 

1 updated versions of titles like 

hi actio*. Blackjack and Cnbbage, if s 

worth taking a look. 
Radical are also always on the lookout for 
new software. If you have anything you want 
them to see, send rt along - you could be writing 
the software, instead of buying it! 

SAE to Radical Software, flrymplon Cottage, Bnmnrick 

f?o»d. Worthing, West Sumi BHll mi. 

On the box.,. 

Version 2 of the CarnpurSoft ROMbox is now 
available, It consists of crrcotl diagrams and also 
text tiles comprising a list of components and the 
overall layout of the ROMbox. 

Send *rt M SAE and blank 3/3.54rtCh {IfC 10 CjmpurSon, 
10 hteintoih Court. WeilpJr*.. Gtatgow G31 2HW. 



7™n 



ing wrat CarnpurSoft is 
if you entered but didn't win. 



Hey Presto! 

Brian Key is the new owner of the Presto PD 
library now renamed Presto 2. 

Brian tells us he is offering his predecessor's 
programs and also a few ol his own. 

Presto 2 caters for 3- and 3.5-tnch discs and 
can format the latter to any ParaDOS format 
which means that, in most cases, tjve programs 
Irom two discs can be put on to |ust one. 

Brian says he can put programs on to both 
sides of double-sided 3.!>inch discs using a 
sideswitch, if necessary. 

One side of a disc costs 35p if all programs 
are copied or Brian will copy an assortment of 
programs for 4Qp per side. 

Presto 2„ 87 Sweetroww Road, Shaftesbury, 
Don* SP7 8€H. 



Zap to the future 

Limited stocks of Zaptbatls »re still 
available but cheaper - down from 
£16.99 to £4.99. disc only, from 
Sentinel Software, 
To contact Sentinel Software, see 
Amscene Directory, page 20, 



WIN!WIN!WIN!WIN!WIN! 

Sorry, we should have advised the games 
writers among you that there's a manual 
for TUSS (the utility featured on the 
AAl 15 covertapel- 
The manual costs £2 [incl p&p) from 
Sentinel Software (sec Amscene 
Directory, page 20). But, we have three 
copies to give away! Just tell us what 
TUSS stands for and send your answer on 
a postcard or back-of-an-envelope to 
TUSSle free!, Amstrad Action, 30 
Monmouth Street. Bath. Avon BA1 2 
or e-mail your answer to 
aa@futurenet.co.uk before Wednesday, 
24 May 1995. 



Amstrad Action 

Future Publishing, 00 Monmouth 
StT**l, Both, Avon BA1 2BW 
n 01329 442244 
Fan 01223 446010 
E-mail ^aC^futurenet co uk 
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NOTIt Please do not ring (lie office tot 
advice We can only answer youi 

■ questions ihfough (he pap,« ol ll>e 
maga/ine. Please send writlen ervquirres 

to one ol the addresses above 



Editor Karen Levell 

Production Editor Rebecca Lack 

A(t Editor Rob Pengilley 



Ad Satoi ■x«tvtlv« Rob Bennett 

Publit h»r Simon Stansficld 

Join* Managing Director Greg Ingham 

Chairman Mick Alexander 

Production Jayne Owen 

Ad DotJart Cherry Coad 

Circulation Managor Jon Bitkley 



« Fvtvr* PvtrllsMng Ltd 19«S 

Arrritrad Action it an Independent publication. The 
company producing It ha* no connection wills Amitrid 
pic. We Cdnnfit guarantee to t Cturn material jnhmifltd, 
nor can we enter Into personal correspondence Wo 
reserve the rtijht to edit efty materia) submitted for 

iiiuiK of tpece and clarity. 



Contribution* are onty accepted on the basis ol lull 
alignment ol cOpyrf|,ht lo Future Publishing. All teeter* 
mbmfltecf ore eswimed to be lor publication We false 
eve to future that everything we publish it accurate, but 
cannot be liable for any error* or omLuJoni. No part of 
tni* publkcation may be ro«todueed in any forni wttiout 
written permission 

Arnitrdd Action rccofcmses all copyrights contained 
ithin (tiis Issue Wticfc possible wo have acknowledsedi 
lt» topyrli.rH holder. Pteiie feel free to contact us if *e 
have failed to roc ognlac your copyright - we will be 
happy lo correct any ovirtighr.. 



Printed in the UK by William Gibbont and Sont Ltd, 
Wiltcnhall. Weit Midland* WV13 3XT 




LETTERS 




Something to sound off about? This is your place to 
pontificate. Write to Reaction, Amstrad Action, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW or e-mail vs at 
aa@futurenet.co.uk putting 'reaction' in the subject line* 



Blimey - a newie! 

I am new to the CPC. and would like to know 
about a word processor for this machine 
Which is best, and why [or should I write to 
Techy Forum)? 

Why not bring back Power Up? This was 
packed with interesting facts about the writers 
of the magazine. You could also do a feature 
or article about it - it would be interesting to 
know what the writers' tastes in music are, 
what hobbies they have and what they look 
tike, as you did in issue 100, 
Soger Bernard. C/actprr 

Hmm... If you're looking for a simple yet powerful 
word processor with all lhe features you're used to 
on olher machines, you should go lor Profe*(, 
Tasword of BrunWtx d isee War of the Words", 
AAJ 1 5J. {As 'I happens you coufd win a copy of 
either Protext or Tasword rhfs morrlh - see the 
competition on page 23 - Ed.) 

As lor Power Up. we really don't have the space 
for whole pages devoted the AA writers but rf 
enough people write m lo say ihey are inter ested. 
wel do a one-off profit page AA 

Delayed reaction 

I've only been reading AA for about a year-and- 
a-half. but I've neatly got a full set (only three 
to go). I feel I have to write to enquire about 
the delays in publication, but first I think 
congratulations are in order as the March 
issue actually came out in March, 

1 also feel that the standard of Amstrad 
Action has recently fallen to the level of 
Commodore Format. Having got that off my 
chest, I will continue to buy your magazine. 
Chariie Stevens, Bury St Edmunds 

The beauty of AA is that it's collectable - a bmaerfu 
o) mags is invaluable reference for all ihmgs CPC tes 
wed as Dave folder's recycled gags). 

We used to put the March issue out n February, 
the April issue out m March, and so on, but people 
complained about that, too. As long as you're 
getting one AAper month, if I were you. I wouldn't 
worry about the date on Lhe cover. 

I could add. Charlie, fat the quality of letters 
written both mags recede has fallen, too. AA 

Can you deliver? 

Please, please, please can you settle this once 
and for all - can Ablex supply a 3-inch disc 
version of the June 1994 covertape (featuring 
DeftVerarrccj? 

Ablex are adamant that you have never 
given them a master. Like other owners of the 
tape version I have been unable to get the 
thing running on my A64. 

I think it's time I heard the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. 

Brilliant mag, by the way - keep the CPC 



flag flying for as long as possible. 
Cotin Hazel/, Thame 

flight, that's A. the June 1 994 covertape is not 
available in disc form. We cant supply you with a 
worktfig disc copy of Deliverance No. really. Ifs 
unfortunate, but that s the way it is. We've 
reassigned our team of top boffins {welt, me) to try 
to get the tape version working on me 464. As soon 
as we succeed well print the solution. AA 

Ad libbing 

We've been reading AA regularly far several 
years and have noticed how difficult it is to buy 
software for the CPC in computer retail shops. 
The small ads section was therefore invaluable 
for finding things like the Multiface 2, so 
please bring it back. I appreciate free ads 
can't make economic sense but I'm sure that 
Amstrad addicts would be more than happy to 
pay a reasonable fee to advertise, 
Margaret Scho field, Stockport 




Par *luilve-hut-*ji*ntlal CPC goadi and 
l*rvlf*f try Ml* ft** AA imall ad* on p20. 

Reader ads are a vital source of software for a lot of 
readers, and we wouldn't dream of dropping them 
completely. They had lo stand aside recently to 
make space for other features, but turn to page 10 
and you'll see, from this month's crop of classifieds, 
that they're back in lull force - so shop away* 

As for the Multiface. try ranging Romantic Robot. 
(For details of this and other CPC essential contacts 
see the Amscene Directory, page 20.J As for the 
tee. we wouldn't dream of char ging tor the service - 
we're only happy to help. 

Degrees of experience 

I am 13 year$ otd and currently choosing my 
GCSE options. I'm Interested in getting a job in 
journalism when I leave school. 1 was 
wondering what sort of options would be best 
to pursue this career. 

I'm just starting work on a fanzine called 
AMS-NEWS. and I'll send you a copy as soon as 
it's finished. Do 1 need permission to put PD 
programs on the cover disc? I'd like to put tfie 
original 64 K PowerPage on the disc. 
Richard Tutton, Bodmin 



JOurnafcsrn ts a funny field to work m. If you warn to 
get nto tabloid joumaitsm you! need one of those 
degree things. Computer magazines are something 
yOu'H fall into by accident, but rf you want to tailor 
your options, you should Study English language and 
literature, as weH as sociology (Really? - Ed .1 

As for PO you can reproduce as much of it as 
you want as long as you don't charge. If the disc is 
free you can fill it wuh PO. If your readers have to 
send away for a disc you can only charge them for 
lhe disc and postage - you cannot charge people 
for Public Doman software. 

Do send us a copy of AM&ACWS, by the way, 
we look forward to readfig it, AA 

Within spitting distance 

Karen Levell is fabulous. We should have more 
female editors. And. spit on the toothy GX4000 
hater (aha Dave Golder) for me, please 
Chris Griffin. Bristol 

Absolut* I y 

fabulou-. AA 
editor, Karon. 
But ww this 
taken before 
op after the 
vi-.il to lhe 
surgeon? 




Dave Colder, 
ox-AA Editor, 
and St* via 
Wonder 
look nil Ice. 



The answer to both must be: why? 

Oh, by the way. I passed your letter to Dave, 
along with your address, I note that you live just up 
lhe road from him so he should be able to gel there 
in his lunch hour! AA 

Comm and get it! 

Can anyone help? Is anybody out there? 
'g-fceftti s=schofiefd£mhs-cabfe.atfmjfi.cQri] 

Are you sure you wanted lo ask that Question? AA 

Last night of the 
EPROMS? 

Do you know if anyone still sell EPROM 
programmers for the CPC612&? 
Paul Bowden. Roborough 

Coincidenially, EPROMS are featured in the CPC 
Southwest Ian we reviewed in Further Reading - see 
page 9. Otherwise ifs off to the AA small ads with 
you - afmed with a pen and the telephone. 

{Yes, yes, you know, you'll And the AA classifieds 
on page 10.1 AA 

Stirring it 

Is Super Cauldron going to be on the 
covertape, or should I turn to the AA small ads? 
Meirion Boudier 

I like the way Turn lo the AA small ads' is last 
becoming a figure of speech AA 
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Is Chuckie Egg Hie most 
addictive game ever...? 
Richard Fairhurst thinks 
se and new he's put it en 
the covertape fust lor you. 

CHUCKIE EGG 

AAF Software 

We celebrated ten years of the CPC ir _ 

now, we're giving you a iei>year-old ga 

Swindlers? Cheapskates? Not a bit of it, 4 

Chuckie Egg. you see, is Die all time classic 
platform game, As hen House Harry, you have to 
collect all the eggs from eac h , 

level, avoid the bfue ^^ 





Mr ttf i 



IMMh 
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■nasties' and the mad 
duck, and pick up 
corn for bonus 
pants. That's i r 
The keys \ 

redefinabj 
you can h 
to four players. 

Suffice it to say 
that, since this garr._ 

lied, people have been 
sitting in frortl of the CPC 
lor almost 24 hours each 
day, remembering when 
games were all like this, 
and arguing about what u 
nasties' are [Chickens' «W«**«T e*tfkfc? 
Ducks? Ostriches?), 

Simon, the Hairy Happening was ecstah 
hear the game was on Ihe covertape and 
subjected the AA office to shouts of delight. And 
« a few days' bme, you too win be humming 
1)umde^iOTKtedonHtedum<de-dum... OllipJ 



Loading instructions 

Insert side A of the tape, type ITAPE if 
you're a disc drive owner, and then press 
CTRL and ENTER The tape menu loads: 
using cursor keys and ENTER to select, 
you can transfer the contents to disc and 
load any program. To transfer the file* to 
disc, you need one side of a disc, 
formatted to data format. 

Loading troubles? 

If your tape comes up with 'Read error a' 
or "Read error b', our duplicators, Ablex, 
are the people to contact Write to them 
at Ablex Audio Video Ltd- Harcourt. 
Haiesfield 14, Telford. Shropshire 
TF7 40ft, enclosing your tape, your name 
and address, details of the problem, and 
telling them what CPC you use. 

However, if the covertape load* okay 
and you're still having problems getting 
me thing to actually do what it's meant 
to, don't shout at Ablex. write to 
Covertape Clinic, Techy Forum. 
Amstrad Action, 30 Monmouth Street, 
Bafr Avon BA1 2BW or e-mail us on 
aa@fueurenet.co.uk putting covertape' in 
the subject line 



Ormlla Graphic i 

In Greek mythology. Hercules had to prove 
himself to the Gods by performing a number of 
near impossible tasks. Tins game supposedly 
k sees you taking the rote of Hercules. Don't 
word of it wi lact, all you 
i do here is beat a lot of 
es up and coMect various 
;ts which bounce around the 
en seemingly without 
on. Standard beat em up 
are, « other words, and great 
jn At {east the backdrop looks 
vaguely Greek, 
Control is joystick-only 
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The file BANKMAN.BN has long been \ 
curse ot 464 and 664 owners. Many PD 
programs which use the extra 64K have *— 
retted on it to work, yet it isn't supplied with 
any CPC before Ihe 6128 - nor does tt work wrtl 
them. To accompany our troubleshooting special 
thus issue (see page 1 ?l. here's a PD clone. It 
doesn't provide all the features of the ongmal 
(most notabty, its not relocatable, so you need to 
load it and then run the program m Question), but 
it happily lets programs such as fSpert and 
Crossword Compter run cm any 1 2BK machine. 
There are full instructions in the loader, 

ASSEMBLY UNE 
SOURCE CODE 

Smce this month's Assembly Line listing is a little 
(Do long to print m AA itself, Tve put it on the tape 
- it even saves you the typing. 

Just load it into your assembler of choice (the 
code was created with Maxam 1 .5 and works 
witti other versions of Maxam, but it may need 
some adaptation before other assemblers can 
use it), assemble, and CALL the routine. Now you 
have a very simple catch the falling block' game. 

COLUMBIA VI. 1 

Robot r»D 

Remember Columbia, the compression program 
featured on the covertape of AA1 ) 4? For disc 
users only, here's the latest version. As weB as 
being slightfy more efficient and reliable, there's 
one major new feature: multi-record files. If you 
select this from the options menu, you can 
compress a number of files into one, large 






ies, bulletin boards am) 



ressed 

ms. Perfect f. 
also for swappers. 

Apart from this, operation is the same as the 
original, so you shouldn't need any more help. 



The creators of the DES front end. a demo 
version of which was leatured on the MI 1 1 
covertape (for disc users only), have kindly 
provided three utilities for use under the DES 
environment Therefore, rl you haven't got 
AA1 1 1 , you need to order a back issue (see the 
outside back cover of this issue) to be able to 
use these programs. Alternatively, the lull version 
of DES is available from CampurSoft, 10 
Mcintosh Court. Welpark, Glasgow 631 2HW 
• 01*13544735. 

Archiver lets you back discs up on to tape. 
The operation is memidrwen, in true DES 
fashion. It works with all versions of DES but tte 
ROM version includes this option as standard. 

Camera is for users of the Ml OES ROM 
version only, and lets you take a snapshot of the 
screen at any point by pressing CTRL and COPY 
together, Finally, the seclor editor DiscecW lets 
you hack discs to pieces, changing files and 
directory entnes at will. 

Please note ttiat Discedif is not for use by 
beginners. If used carelessly, this program can 
seriously damage your files, so you should 
always work on a backup disc. 



PUBLIC DOMAIN 




If you suffer with 'xeno phobias' Keith Woods reviews a 
game which might help. His discussion with David Hall, the 
game's creator, about feather dusters can't foil to blow 
any other cobwebs away... You'll be tickled. Guaranteed. 




Take your partners. Ready ladles? Doii-do. 

Joly: "£rm. I'm sof ry to bother ya like, but if you're 
not too busy, you might like to Know that the Led 
Owarl seems to be under alien attack." 
Frighten: 'Good heavens, JoBy's right Sir. the 
hyperbok electromagnetic current detector 
indicates that there are 20 waves of varying alien 
species heading our way*" 
Dimmer: "Were alt going to deT 
Blister: "Mo. wait! If we could just bad up the 
smeggin laser cannon we might be able to fight 
them off." 

F Tighten: "Good thmking, Sir. Take hold of Th s 
joystick, and, Sir ' 
Blister; "Yes. Frighten?" 

Frighten: "G, Good luck. Sir * 

Blister: "Hey, this t$ really workm", IYr> 
managm' to shoot a few of the 
smegheads down," 

Frighten:" Be careful. Str, those 
aliens are shooting like crazy. 
Five hrts and we're history 1 " 
Dimmer (from behind a 
chant "And there's 
the first, you 
tontoetaT 
Blister 
"Lsten, 
don't 




Now we' re Into Smolhing Pumpkins. 

see you trym' to help, smeghead. tt may be fun 

blasting these aliens ootta the sky, but it aim easy 

We've gotta hit each alien Scadsa tunes before it 

dies. I can't see how we're gonna make it through 

ten of these waves, never mnd 2Q-" 

Frighten: Td Irte to help, Sir. rea%. but we've only 

got one tartnon* 

BlfStar: "That's alt nght, Frighten, this is onty an 

'Almost Ft)' ship after ail." 

Prat *Hey. give me a go* That looks ; ike good fun." 

Blister.' SmeggM" right it »s, it's much better than that 

Spaced invaders " 

Prat: "Yeah, and I realty like those aliens' threads 

They're really h© and to the groove. Each different 

wave has a new look, but they're all realty colourful 

and wefl made And they rust ooze style They all 

move so fast and so smoothly, while managing to 

keeo shootm" at us." 

Frighten: "That's all very well. Sir. but one more hit 

and we're deaoT 

Prat (turns bexfr "Hey, just shut 

up. metal head! rii get 'em." 

Frighten: "Sir, watch out, 5nf 

All: 'AaaarrgghhH" 

Brains & Brawn 

■y K*vl« H«ywa«d 

drams & drawn rs a collection of eight former 
homebrew games recently released by Kevin 
Heywor d into the Public Domain. This month you 
look at side A at the cafiettjotv. side B fottews 

Killabeex 

Krfaoeez is an excellent shoot 'emup m which you 

have to protect a hoard of honey against swarms 
of ravenous bees. The bees rxuur m swiftly from 
the too of tt* screen, dropping contaminated 
honey bombs as they approach. Touch a 




Killob**i: net e ha* b««>n!. Iff bulling. 

bomb or a bee and your precious stock of honey is 
depleted. However, blast away one Of the furry 
critters and you add to your jar of sweetness. 

Alter you destroy each swarm a bigger one 
comes along. Every three swarms you destroy takes 
you to an entertarng bonus, level where you have to 
try and collect blue flowers while avoiding penk and 
red blooms. 

Kiflabeez is fast, smooth, colourful and, most of 
all, ifs fun. It's guaranteed to 
give you a great buzz for a 
few hours at least? 



60% 



Puckshot 

Pucftsnor is an adaptation of a simple, but classic 
two-player game. Basically, al the screen holds is a 
bat and goal for each player and a puck, Both 
players can move their bats around in their own half 
They can also shoot at the puck If either of the 
players hit it, the puck is pushed in the direction it 
was hit. Outsmart your opponent and you can send 
the puck hurltmg past them ir-to their goal. 

Admittedly. Puckshot isn't the most original 
game ever, but it's |ust as much fun as it ever was, 
Its also not the test version of the game. Fve ever 
seen, but it's fast enough ami also very smooth. 

To conclude. PucAshof. is a worthy enough 
addition to this cofecnon. 



Match-It 

Oh dear, rt was going so well 
up until now! 





Puckihot; mora fen tfian the grab* show! 



PUBLIC DOMAIN 




3 Match-It 

Oh dear it was going 50 well up until now! 

MarthJt »& a poor version of the iwo-player 
memory game m which you turn over face^down 
cards and try to remember what you saw so you can 
match them up if you happen to turn over a card of 
the same colour later on. Do ttiis and the two 
matching cards disappear. The winner is the one 
who has docked up most matches by the time the 
board is cleared. 

Unfortunately, MatchJt is slow, awkward and 
features horribly garish colours. There are much 
better versions out there, one of 
which I review next month. This 
I one just leaves you amazed that 
rt could nave been written by the 
author of ffrfctee*. 




4 Dead-Zone 

Dead-Zone is a two-player war game in which each 
player has a group of soldiers. The aim is that you 
have to move into a portion to shoot your 
Opponent's soldiers. Each player fefces it m turn to 
move and shoot. When taking aim, you have to try 
and guess the distance between your sokher and 
your target, which is where (he challenge Ives. 

AH this has been dor* before, and. quite frankly, 
■t wasn't very interesting the first time, 

Dead-Zone is only tor people that enjoy a quiet 
sedate Me BasicaSy, this means 
people for whom trying a new 
flavour of soup at the works 
canteen or taking a walk by the 
nver is probably altogether too 
much excitement. 





Dead- Zone: a dead loss. Deadly dull. Dene te death. A* quiet as the grave. 



UTILITIES 



can restore your directory to its 
rightful place and you can access 
ail your lovely files again. 

Far more interesting are the 
'speoaT format options, Not only 
can you format your discs to 
187K. but Muto Martt also allows 
you to use a whopping 2G8K 
formal. It does this by formatting 
ten sectors m 42 tracks 

The problem with using such 
formats is that virtually no program 
recognises them. Muffi Mar* gets 
around this by providing you with a 
number of RSX commands for use 
from Base. This still makes using 
208K discs awkward and also 
tne-consuming. it's anwmg that 
Mufti Mark doesn't include a facility 

tpr copying programs from one format to another. 

Such a feature would make this 'special format a 

million bmes more useful 

Overall, though, Mtrfh Mar* isn'l a bad program 

Although it won I be the answer to 3D your disc 

needs, used m conjunction with other programs rt 

may prove quite useful 




Mvlti Marki not original. Net essential. Not bad, though. 

Multi Mark 

By Tom and Garry,. GPA 

Have you had enough ol disc utilities that do weird 
and wonderful things to your floppies yet? Even d 
the answer is yes you may find Mufc Mark worth 
checking out 

Mut[r Mark does lots of things that many existing 
disc duties also do wed. It can formal your disc 
(although only, for some odd reason, in data or 
vendor), verify discs and write over bad sectors to 
make partly corrupted discs usable again. Each of 
these options is as comprehensive as you have 
come to expect 

One thing thai marts Muft Ma** out from the 
crowd is its mirror' option If you're uo a^l night 
worrying that some great disaster is about to befall 
the first track of your disc, causing it to lose us 
precious directory. Ihis option allows you to copy 
the directory on to another track. In the unlikely 
evert that the great disaster actually happens, you 




Hall marks 

David Hall describes himself si: 
an over- 18-Holsien-Pils-drinker with an IQ thai 
matches his slice size (II!}. He likes eating 
jammy doughnuts, keep* a cute Russian 
hamster called Sons, has a fetish for 'Hatowoen 
pumpkin heads' and Is soon to marry hit 
girlfriend Alison Taylor. 

Davids favourite htm is Rocky JV, but dont 
hold that against Mm, as he's aha one of the 
most prolific games programmers who has 
ever graced the CPC scene. Past glories 
include the excellent ForcefieJd, and also 
Xonofpofphs (reviewed on the previous page). I 
decided to find out what drives this man of a 
mMen shoot- em-ups... 
AA You've been writing games for the CPC for 
as long as anyone can remember. David. 
Do you remember when it were all helds? 
DH In fact, I was around before the CPC was a 
sparkle fet Alan Sugar's eye! I started with a 
Sharp PC1211 |m the days when PC stood 
for Pocket Computer), then a ZX6L Vk-20, 
Oric-1, Amstrad CPC 464 and now an 
Amstrad CPC 6123, 1 can honestly say that 
the CPC Is the best alt-round computer I 
have over used, and when it dies a piece of 
me wW die with it! (How sweet! - Kefth.) 
AA Do you think the CPC will live forever and, if 

so, Is rt some kind of silicon God? 
DH The CPC wMl only live for as long as the 
CPC fanatics allow It to — once we desert 
me machine rt will fade away,.. Forever! 
AA Is the CPC a silicon God? 
DH No. but Pamela Anderson from Baywaten is! 
AA What usually inspires your glorious 

creations? 
DH Well, as you know there is no such thing as 
an original game these days, so I just tend 
to pick up a genre (for example, shoot-'em- 
ups) and build up a game from there. 
AA What's the most essential piece of software 

for a eames programmer? 
DH It has to be an assembler {Maxam is best). 
but every programmer says that so I'll tell 
you that the second most Important piece ot 
software treasure Is. . an art package. OCP 
Art Studio is by far the best. 
AA What's it like to be a famous' PD 

programmer? 
OH ril ask Rob Buckley the next time I see him! 
AA To change the subject, early pre-Socratic 

philosopher* thought the world was made 

out ol either air, fire or water. What do you 

think the world's made cut of? 
DH Rock and metal ... Mainly Metallic a. 

Megadeatn. Slayer and Suicidal 

Tendencies, 
AA Have you any more CPC programs planned? 
OH Of course 1 I'm hoping to do a platform 

game next, or maybe even a game creation 

utility, but I've plenty of other game ideas. 
AA Finally David, what's your favourite use tor a 

feather duster? 
OH That" % a secret between myself and the 

local Tory MP! 



NEXT MONTH: 

Look out for the remaining 13 PD programs 
pn the Xenomorphs disc; side 6 of Brains and 
Brawn; and (!f| the reviews of the monitor 
programs promised for this issue. (We ran 
out of space. Very sorry about that.) 
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CAME TIPS 




Welcome again to another mouth-watering selection of 

in time lor tea by Lee It o vane. , 



■>- ■-...■■.* j . ■ 



i ts 3 neat tttie 
old porker Omk Robert Water suggests that on 
Pities Pimple press ESC until the message Press 
Escape or Enter appears You shaAi now be Ate 
to press a hey tram Fl to F9 to move to that 
respective tevet{F6 for tad 6t Owen Rob? 

I* Off She rwood 

J in a rmg of toadstools to be transported to 
another pari of the forest Use the tee Wand to get 
past the river 

2 Use the key to open the door behmd the ogre to 
get to the hermrTs house 

3 Use the eM> to smash Bte door open near a wig 
of toadstoob to get the sever dagger and the 
cnjcrfr* Use the sfeer dagger to M the 



Capp 



ji tries yet agan 1o pwch my job by 
sendaig m an atnosi comptete cheat mode. Here 
are just a lew of her hits and ops 
1 Buy the Darfy **rror and the Hacmg News from he 
newsagent's. Give the Dairy Urror tofk) to get your 



The 
multiface way 

The |T|* and |DJ$ before the address indicate 
whether the poke wii written for a tape or disc 
game (they might work on both, rtfs worth a 
try). Jutt in case you don't already know how 
to put in these BLACK BOX POKES, here are 
the stops to success. 

A> Loid ttii 9*nt as norm I 

I) Frtts tat m button on tht rMUFACE 

O rVess T for tool 

S) Press "** to nik* sure uw select tht 

Hit 

V Press *H" for HEXADECIMAL input 

F) Press 'SPACE* far input 

Type in tht ADHESS U thane tn-s it. 

MR} 

H> l m in. tht POKE CI chancier I it. A7) 

I> Press "JtETUBT 

J) If there is nor* th*n sue poke solo <F) 

K> Press 'ESC 1 back to the ntnu 

L> Pre*s *R" to return to tht gan*. 



card Use the Rac*u Hews and ptace 
£1 bet on Trap I at the bettxig office to get 
the rent book 

2 Speak to the woman at the Employment Exchange 
to see it she has any |obs Go to Fred's Wng Nuts 
and ask tor the job Say that you tan use a 
computer . a Spectrum, and that you haw no 
exp erien c e Then as> tor a sub 

3 Take the rent book and £?0 to ihe town ha! to 
pay the rent so the rent man moves away horn the 
pub Go to the poke station and gel Chaftae's key. 
The key opens No. 38 

4 The red rose ts hidden in Chafue's garden You 
can speak lo the gil i you are carrying the red 
rose. Use kisses to haV people They can also be 
useful flosses thai is) if you are <n trouble weft the 
pokce because you can haft the poaceman by 
kissng hen. thus gwmg you a chance to ~ 



Stiff lip & Co 

m Smith and Western to General 
MoustadM Tie the thread to the rope hanging n 
the bar and then wait west to make the barman 
move east. To get the crystal from Ihe starting 
postbon. keep gong west untj you reach a nee 
Onb up the tree and pek up the hangmg veie 
Jump, pick up the hanging vme again and jump 
2 Get the crystal and rump. Do not use the hanging 
«ne from the crystal location To remove the rope 
bap. Inear the monkey) ham the starting position Of 
Mrs PrtiYstoottom, keep gomg west untj you reach 
the tree Cknb the tree and untie the knotted rope 
Get (he reed and cut 4 with the knee Go to the 



snake and Now 

down the reed to charm it As |^y1 * *J 

Professor Bramdeth, open the 

wvetess and put the har ckp and crystal *rto the 

mreiess and dose the weeiess to fa it 



9tlPOt6Ur 2 

Steaming n with a we* awed poke is Lee t ormer 
from Bethud Rochdale He suggests that on 
Saboteur 2 (first dust the cobwebs off) you should 
use these level codes for a better kfe 

Lewd 2 - Joran 
Level 3 -Kane 
Level 4 Ku* Km 
Level b- SawneqrtSlI 
Level & -Germ 
Level 7 - U Lu Kata 
Level 8- Dim MaK 
Level 9 - Saton 

l ee aiso begs me to say beta to he girlfriend 

Debbie who cs a 

computer •eta*^^*'" - '" '^ , *' 
he saysj v^ ftam# 

down 
to hacking 

Shfl not lattMed? Turn to page 

15 where Lee takes ihe 

fid Oft hacking 



Multiface pokes 

Ken Wood dons his guns and st«pt out on to the sand to face tho ZSO code, alone.. 

"On F 16 the pokes should be entered on tho weapons ai the colours are not restored 
to normal. 36 Is also the maximum amount of weapons allowed for these pokes. 











T-i»»rrr 


Game Name 


Media 

m 


Poke. Addr 
450CFS.00 


Effect 


m. 


Breakdown Demo 


Infinite Liwes 








MC 63.400, 


Infinite Units 1 






A4CADMW; 


Do Both Pokes \<%'il | 


Crazy Cars 3 Demo 


m 


A 1 94 C 1091 


More Cash 






4194E &04 


Do Both Pokes tg 


MegablattersOemo 


m 


&138D.1A7] 


Infinite Lives f% 






&139B.LA7] 


For Both Players 


FIG Combat Pilot* 


(0) 


47A94L24 


36 AGM650 Missiles 






*7A97.124 


36 ACM65E Mrsillos 1 1 






&7A9M.24 


36 AGM88A Missiles 






&7A8B.&24 


36 A19M Missiles |M 






&7A8E.&24 


36 AIM 120 Missiles ^ 






&7A9A&24 


36 Du ran dais flfllJJ 






&7ACD&24 


36 Chaff 






&7ACE.124 


36 Flares 


v." 
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'J J &£J,£Jt. 



David Crookes decides whether these mags should make it 
la your door or to the recycling plant. 



Jamo PD have released a new fanzine called CPC 
Pacrfic (which shares the same name a$ my 
small software 'company', see the Amscene 
Directory, page 20). CPC Pacific is edited by 
James and is out now and centres on PD 
software as well as listings, help and tutorials. 
Watch this space for a review soon. 

JWTW1 Ford " 01676 M 3467 



{"ey*r 



Brian Watson caused me to go into 
temporary shock by announcing that 
issue 4 of SBH Mart would be the last 
Fortunately this brilliant magazine is 

going tor a different strategy, not 
closing down. It is now called SWand 
provides coverage of the whole of the 8-bit 
scene. The difference between this 'new' mag 
and the previous ones is the amount of 
advertising space, There will be less advertising 
to make way for more articles. 

BBTI, -Himrodan'. 39 High Street. Sutton-ln-ta-itJe. 
By. Ctmbt CBS JR* 



Amstrad 
Powtr - 
batter 
than a 

■lap in tfa* 

iote with 
a loddtm 
kipper? 






FANZINES 



to real care for how it looks in the end- The 
MegabJasters review is one such atrocity with 
bits and oieces a^i over the page and childlike 
pictures filling up space. 

Still, there is some charm to the pages and I 
have seen many fanzines which are far worse 
than this. Eliminator, (see AA1 1 5) for a start. 

Amsfrad Power consists of game reviews and 
tips for a variety of games, All are quite well 
written, if a little too short, and provide a good 
read for a while Or SO- While not being in-depth, 
they sure give clear buying recommendabons 
whch any garnets will revel in. 

But, what more can I say? it is an 'average' 
magazine. A sodden kipper would be better than 
a slap in the face with a copy of Amstrad Power 
any day of the week. Since this isn't at issue, 
send the 75p and check it out. You wont be 
disappointed because I've said if s quite bobbins. 

Afpiarama: 40** 

Overall: 42% 
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CPC 

Southwest 
Magazine 

Price: &Op 

Editor: Dai* Stilton 

Addreu; 4 CennevgM Av*Mtf«, Mrtley^ 

Plymouth P14 7BX 




r < • v. 



j<fit>n. 



V * ** 



» 01353 777Q06 

WACCI thanks the 
AA readers who 
took up the offer 
of three issues 
for £3, The 
WACCI 
readership is 
now 375. 

it's nice to 
see you are 
supporting an 
excellent 
organisation. 

WACCI, 7 
Bum wood 
Gfha. Httwton, 
DwwJe , Cly*d 

CH5 3JA 

t 01244 & 34942 











REVIEW 



Don't b* a ipore apart! 

ft cad WACCI, |» rum ring* 
round other fanliittt. 



li 



NEXT MONTH: 



We go conpnan m iweu, to over me ww 
to Sk. . Ireland, anyway) as Amstrad 
U$*r is spun in (he disc drive with the 
rest of the contents of my library. 



Amstrad Power 

Frit*: 73p + SAI+eiSC [far »vtf dlitl 
Editor: hrtor Dsnfard 

Addrtn. 11? Heron Sntdeni, Port! the ad r 
Brlilol BSaO BBN 

"Sorry Amstrad Action, but we rucked your 
cover software. Ha Ha you die. Power to the 
fanzines Your mag should go on the fat fast 
plan. Make ft thicker, ED." 

Reading thts Quote, you may think that we 
at AA towers have just received a warped death 
threat from a dysfuntuonat baboon m a 
Hollywood film set up. We probably have. But. to 
tefl you the truth, that message was scrawled on 
to the second page of Amstrad Power, that 
bastion of professional journalism. 

Actually Amstrad Power is not a bad little 
magazine. Professional sm doesn't come into it 
m terms of writing or design, but there's a Irtbe 
something about ft that makes me kjnda. not 
want to tear it to shreds, is it the totalEy amateur 
type of way tfiat the mag has been thrown 
together? Or is H because it is so, well, stupid? 
I reckon it must be bom. The magazine is 
carelessly put together using what must be a PC. 
It should surely took professional, then? Not reaiy 
because it is bastcaly a cut and paste job with 



CPC Southwest popped through the mail 
and I grabbed hold of it. eager to see 
whether Editor Dave Stilson had done what 
had promised he would and improved the 
"zinc's design and overall professionalism (this 
month's quiz word). 

He has! It now tooks like an extremely good 
offering and is definitely well worth the asking 
pnee. So what's changed? 

WeN, the iayout is much less cluttered and 
much more easy on the eye. it looks as if a lot of 
work has gone into it. While not perfect, this 
gives the mag a greater boost. 

There are many more excellent articles 
covering 

*#«r^Sr 



KM 



imiMy 




just about 
everything 
fromGAC 
toEPROM 
blowing. 
There are 
also many 
reviews of 
cheep 
software; 
and news 
and views, 
to\ short 
CPC 

Southwest 
ts much 
better than cpc *****"* «»nw»dl 

the previous issue and you should definitely take 
a look now. Let it develop a character and a 
more fluid style, though, and you'll see a 
fantastic "zinc emerging from Plymouth (with the 
naked eye, too). 

tOWreii'Tl Dv ^ik 

Overall: 70% 



Urn. t*t«#n. I .!.*. 1 1*1". In fell 
Ipnt lhi«t. Mi ■<* l»' 1*1* ' l-U 

m,i.4i mi iui 'mm mil : 
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CLASSIFIERS 





Going for a $009, sorry, some sovs... 
The CPC cornucopia of collectable* 
and commodities commences here. 



FOR SALE 



CPC 464 with DD-1 disc drive, DMP200Q 
Printer, Numerous discs and tapes - serious and 
games including covertapes. Also magazines; 
A4, 1-60 bound. 61-81 loose: ACU Jan 85 - 90; 
Feb 90 - Jan 91 , loose. Computing wrtA the 
Amstrad, 1 -48. bound. £250 0. no.. (Reading) 
tr 01 734 844682. 

Amstrad Action magazines sale. 1988-1992. 
12 months m each case. £7. £675. £6.50, £6, 
£6 respectively, lexcl p&p). Mr Whigginson. 53 
Waverton Road. Bucnall, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs 
ST2 0QY * 01782 311321. 
464 Plus with colour monitor and manual; 2 
joysticks and paddle; plus many discs and bach 
issues of AA. Offers: » 01524 848556 
(after 6pm), 

464 PHi* with DD-1 , colour monitor, several 
games (tape), Mini Office II (d>sc). Protest (tape). 
OK condition [it works!). £150. ono. 
n 01279 427956. 

464 Plus upgraded to 12SK, disc interface, 
keyboard only £60 ONO. Multrface 1 1 £15. 
R0MB0 ROm box £10. Pretext. DES, PARADOS. 
ROMS £5 each* 0121 3776217. 
Amstrad CPC 6128. Clean, original manual, 
tots of magazines. Mini Office 2, Stop Press DTP. 
extra fonts. Money Manager. AMX mouse, extra 
discs, green screen, dust covers, £50. 
* 0181 852 4647. 

Amstrad colour CPC 61 28 and loads of disc 
and tape software, ROM's, books and hardware. 
SAE for list. John McMally, 15 SeJwyn Onve, 
Hatfield. Herts ALIO 9NH. 
Games and PO on tapes for CPC 464. SAE for 
list to Gary Smethers, 1 3 Meadow Close. 
Cononley. Ke^hley. W Vorks BO 20 8L2. 
Amstrad CPC 464, colour monitor, manual. 
£100 ONO. v 01704 231954 (Southport). 
612$, colour monitor, Multrface. mouse. 
cassette ptayer. dust covers. AA 142 wth tapes. 
Tas sign OCP. Art Studio, plus lots more. £160. 
Grimsby 01472 241641. 



AMSTRAD ACTION 
FREE READER AD FORM 

Wont same software? Want *o gat (ho* af tomrthing? Pill 
In tha box btlow - one ward ta ana box - not forgetting 
your contact dtrtaili. Sand It ta: Reader Ads, Amstrad 
Action, 30 Monmouth ft»*t, Botb Avon BA1 2BW. 

Your nam* 

Your addrws* 



Post tod* 



For tale Wanted U*cr groups Service* Qthar 
















































Amstrad CPC 61 28 colour 
computer, disc, tape drtves. mouse, joystick, 
manuals. MW Office 2 software £75. Also 50+ 
games on tape and disc £2 each, Woking) 
• 01483476661. 

Lemming* and lots of other CPC software for 
sale, SAE to M Ruegg. 8 The Horse Park. 
Camckfergus. Co.Anjrrm BT3S 7ED. Also 
SimCrty [cassette) wanted. 
Empty ROM box with instructions, £25. Another 
with Pretext workbox. £45. Vortex expansion 
board for 464, £20. 464 keyboard, as new. 
£20. Lots of software, disc and tape and serious 
games ©01633 857376 
Cheap disc driver and garnet. £80 Ono. 
MuWace fi wth hsider. £15. MP*1 module. £15. 
Mr W Darby, 73 Pelham Road. Cowes. 
Isle of Wight P031 7DN. 
AA magazine*, ail mags with tapes from 79 to 
109 £2 each, Steve * 01704 573156 (after 
4pm weekdays). 

6128 tape, Art Studio. AMX mouse, Multiface 
Insider, tapes, discs, utilities, games., 
WordPerfect. ADAM, Prince of Persia, etc. All 
manuals, tutorials and mags, £100, 
» 01204 840951. 

Amstrad CPC464. upgraded to 6128 with 
128K memory, disc drive, colour monitor, 
Multrface 2. 2 joysticks. Seikosha SP-1900 Plus 
prmter, toads of software on disc and tape, 
including Tasword Word-processor on disc. £300 
ono. -015395 63090, 
Amstrad CPC464 Plus, manuals, leads, M 
colour monitor, more than 50 games, lots of 
magazines and covertapes, joystick, cartridge 
game. vgc. £135 ono. 
Jonathan » 01708 551572 (eves). 
Manuals DPI! user manual. £10. 464 user 
manual, £10, DDl interface. £15. All prices mcl 
postage. PD Encounters. 41 Westmoreland Ave, 
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, Northumberland, 
NE64 6RN* 01670 855486. 
Strategy game complete with misston Editor, 
plus 191K free PD. Cheques for £2.25 lor tape 
to Gary Smethers. 13 Meadow Close, Cononiey, 
West Yorksrure. 
BD20 8L2 

Amstrad CPC6128 
with colour monitor, 
tape lead, and more 
than 60 games on tape 
and disc. Also Lightpen 
and Art Package. £90 
ono, James 

* 0121 353 8238, 
Disc software, Infocom 
games. £3 each, Mini 
Office 2. £4. SimCrty. 
£4, Lemmings, £4. 
MatchDay2 £2 OCPArt 
Studio. £5. Super Gate 2. 
£5. Ziro. £4. Many more 

* 01553 691 322 
ROMboard extra with 
6128 ROM, Premerger. 
Prospell and ROMrJos. 
£25. Microtek teletext 
adaptor for CPC 
(requires input signal 
from a video recorder) 
£20. Ojualitas software 
and 8-bit printer pott. £5. 

* 01553 691322. 
ODI disc drive £30. 
3.5^h second drive. 
£25 64K memory 
expansion, £20, 
MultifaceZ. £15. Pretext 
ROM on AD2 cartridge 
£13. ROMboard with 4 
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ROMs. £25. » 01553691322, 
Amstrad CPC464, colour monitor, 3*nch disc 
drive. 256K RAM, Art Studio, mouse, tutorial 
manuals, dust covers, Mini Office 2, general 
ledger, more than 40 games, spare discs, 
storage box. £225, " 01480 215810. 
Amstrad 6128 colour monitor, datatorder, 
joystick, Light Gun, loads of discs and tapes, 
magajines and manual. £250 ono. 
-01634 201232 (after 4pm). 
CPC464, green screen, modulator, more than 
100 games, joystick, Lightpen. printer cable. 
£80 ono. Brett* 01 705 5321 7. 
CPC6128, colour plus tape player. TV 
modulator, manual, desk, mouse, Multrface and 
many disc and tape games. £1 50 ono. 
John w 0181 644 2444. 
6128 (464 upgrade), colour monitor, two disc 
drives, ROMbox. ROMs, software, books, mags, 
complete CPC system. £195. 
Dave * 01628 524529 (eves and weekends). 
Amstrad GX4000 console, with CM1 four- 
colour stereo monitor, Burnin Rubber, Navy Seals 
and Pang cartridges, System m full working 
order, great fun. £100 ono, 
Matt » 01444 450454. 
Colour CPC6128 with disc software. £1 10. 
Quality software on disc and ROM. some 
hardware. SAE to John McNally, 1 5 Seiwyn Drive. 
HatfeW, Herts AL10 9NH. 
CPC6128, colour monitor. Amslrad LQ5O0OOI 
printer. Terminator 2. WWF. Bart versus Mutants, 
Robocop, more discs/tapes. AAs and covertapes 
70-101, Mini Office 2. OCP Studio StopPress. 
£215 ono. Stephen » 01992 469530. 
Amstrad CPC6128 tftSC drive, COlOur monitor, 
manual, System discs, 33 discs, including 
Brunword, Art Studio, Mini Office II, more ttan 30 
tape games, mags and utilities, £200. 
* 01278 7S1 174 (Somerset), 
Speedway Racing, a new game for most 
Amstrad Commodore and Spectrum computers. 
Cassettes, £4,95. discs from £6. 
» 01745 339779. 

Amstrad 464 and 6128 tapes and disks, books 
and hardware. SAE to Eddie (AA). 151 Bafsusney 
Roao. Kirkcaldy, Fr1e. KY2 5LH. 
Mags ACU May "90 - May 92, CPC attack Jun 
"92 - Oct '92. good condition 40p each. Large 
SAE, Also AAs games. A Swrnbourne. 1 1 
Vicarage View Redditch, Worcs 697 4RF. 



PEN PALS 



Lady, aged 58 would like computer oenhends, 
any age. l have a 464 with no add-ons. Mrs Nora 
Lees, 285 Franklin Road, Cottendge, 
Birmingham B30 1NH 



OTHER 



Tape PD has closed because 1 have no longer 
have the time to run it. Thanks for all of your 
support. Paul Sillifaut Lower Dexbeer, 
Dexbeer EX22 7LA, 




MP3 Plus TV tuner for CTM644 Plus. Will pay up 
to £40 for good condition. Need one quickly. 
Larry* 01595 695701. 
Pipeline software (Apologies to anyone who 
called the number given m Ml 1 3, it was 
incorrect) Games and utilities wanted Mine have 
corrupted. Also selling 30 conduction krt. my 
type-ins and other cassette games. 
Nicholas* 01238 541716. 



fjj^r^j 



(01257) 
421915 



O.J. Software 

Fast Friendh Service 



(01257) 
421915 




Strategy/Simulation 

Cm* Div 

Ofu Dnsu^ti lr4g* 8»^jm«* ES 9$ 

Owde 16 W 

CbI pm .i 4 Bndaa CUt U» 

Cofautit 4 CHmi £7 93 

»M*ol MMgv U £3*9 Et» 

F«*al Moi^gw in E»W 

Ftntud Mono]* VMVU tup [6 » 

Mo-opol, I2W £J9* 

Mwpd, CU* 5anhbl.tl?«l f'J'i 
W Cup H* 90 p** CK*| CO « 



Arcade 



Owl Amu* 

din Csfaeah 

Obi Drog in • lod'efJ 
Double frogon 

Dr*oni ^o" 

loopi Coilet'i&r 



aV i «■ , a 1l *J 

rMm I ... 

to**** » OW [*#>•, in 

Supar CouM™ 

S>jpvSanK«PrF^r 

W« On Com Op 



CAM Dis.' 

;j ■:: 

£12 9i 
.£1.75 £6 99 
£6 99 

..(*.» 

WW 
£6« 
£699 
17 99 
£12 9 J 

£9JC 

E129S 

C9JC 

1*99 £9 99 

£4 99 £9 99 



SPKIUOFfa DISKS 

AD Dulki Boj*d With hifMrtoni 

Bonanza faa ..£2.99 

broiio!* Shinto, ipUf. £299 

Monty pyHwi £2.99 

MoTopeJc . £2,99 

W,y Sw. £2 « 

GokiEti Gfl«« . £3 99 

Pop Up . £3 W 

Bad lo tit FiAir* II ..£4.99 

l#t Cwr4» U 99 

Spefino THorgltt £3,99 

W«gt Vim £499 



Accessories 



V*'(-;» J64/6l»wScar*T* 

0*A>ii;*bR>2"d>«a 

Oil* ttagaaW ~wxi ■*>■ 
th MMJf i jl BMtttM 

tJZB "»QTTl^ tT ■. r * TraJ^ 

Cobb Mtgu*^: , CM 1 4 Mo- 
Ccca> i*iyi 'tan^ifterv **?w 
Ch* Usri |** to* Co~i 

M :-- 1 m 

null iCllflnir j" 1 

Sub 3' b Gam 

o*iJ3-C5*<c 

Ma* IbA CanoR/>f/Ci 8* 
nhattiMCefe' 



ttapdt*4O*.:0'M« 

tttttWfef 

»**,&** OX 
tnwCBhVCKIJfc* 

iw*mCo*cfc. :<* 

JoytfoSottP 

ttfaatttti 



i g ,-. 

psw 
H2« 

£999 
I - I 

£5«i 

.10 £T4« 

to taw 

i!W 

ill » 

£*«4 
K» 

£299 

£199* 
t?9J 



£4 Of 



kvlltrMCiibNm 
Syton9*6l3t> - 



-XI MS 

£I4«J 

EH9J 
£094 



Business/Utilities 



Mnvd */< Shss> 6' IS 

A3. A.- * AMI *b« * MM* 
A* At V wd tl • Cflr f ' j ac] 
low dao (Box : n»«4 
CaW IX-* 3 (Col Set Qu>ej 
Cm>i Cevw trpeg Trf 61 3i 
£»« K>**wt24« 
S.troqg) KM UHf)4 

<3*,l3fci 

■rtaw 



.SffferelJ* 
WH««t>U«HMt 

■ 1* i -J" t ■- 3 

MtTSdnyi Mopi IX 



*? 
154 « 
. - ,- 
£U« 
C1S9J 
£»03 
|14W 

£2795 
£29 « 
ii H 
H».« 
t5«W 



ii4*» 

cu» 

**.'- 0*<i Oflpioi Cow &*? Ii W 

Mer*, Mn,, (JCWj £34.95 

higpnrt lOw E24A9 £13 W 

h<s««CM 

CTM i*T7B 

£29 6J 



#1M 



£33 9*. 






tllK 
£20*5 



£14** 



Education 



hffhtoaMUP i 14 » 
Mfchesl«l>« 
F^ kHsol 1 &* 



*vi ic*aol 1 ? 4! 
F,- %:*«al 4 711 

ShHNB^»AA, 

LAnay*A^4xdt44 
fvi w* Whrdi ?■ 

»«d r^ M* t 34 

t«fi t«lv A«. J « 
IkcI^Aw^^ 7. 

i*irwN^*«i H 

Pr>-KryWc*i 3 U 

toftiMoKfrlJ 
MkMHMt '• 
■f- 
11- 
11. 
Spantti Wbr 1 1 » 
MimtAp»iKMd £14 is 

friw,'! Gvitin 6 10- ft : ?S- 

Q*flMr9.f4 

A.*3hf^F HD Qhn£ Ch * * 



£3*9 
HW 

U« 

£10 93 

£10« 

E10«3 

U» 

£i;«J5 

.-n ft 

£9 93 

i- « 

£9*3 

H« 

£12 OS 

134 04 
£**0 



£24 <n 



Disk 



£13 03 



E'J03 
£1193 

£1MJ 

C»3«i 
£12 «j 
E1JJ.9S 
EIJ93 
K4-9J 
Hl,« 

£!J9J 
£24 93 

;:j ;■ 
£!*.« 

£?6 9i 
EI6 9J 
£74 93 
CI9 93 

t!39j 
£1)91 



}[>*■ -to- A/iVl^MW- 

H K FH»*i lo-nt jja 

MaA 'W(Mf far 

So*9 ^44#i" 3^y * 5pi 

UTctAoH Vipfittr 



BUDGET CASSETTES £1.99, 3 FOR £5.00, 5 FOR £7.50 



SvnOw 
wav3*M 



Fan**- *rl 

Sp*. 48 



F-T?*Vr|l. 

Sceefer Dbt 

SfFvwI^r 



&4 Mil 

F>«-.*Wy 
Soawtou 




■Wort 'Hm 4»c'«6ii> AtOM 3-t» AJMrnd^vH V1/tan Oraw. 

iimjimi 



Ndw ie UHir ACCitt/vif A f II o» i** LOI 35 7 I 47 1 ? 1 S M4HIH I.ID -17. 
tin ittMl iiuumt. mm [iiidui; fm'i »if*lil 10 OJJgrrwm. 
>-Ji.S^»Ti«i»p, 3^3 Mgtii Ija Heif, WiiOHrmnrijB, hi WlMH, LaHCI *"4* 9(M. 

rcnAoir- UHiite umtoK oivnt evil CS.OO mn dii |o*ei«t uhhi C3.QO add JO*], 
rojfjidti- ovtiiiAt I At*] a&o CI. OO rii iiim torrwiii {rAVMiHf itw oiA<i/c*iDtr «aio) 
riiJLtr wn n OD P*0*rJ «>* U1I11 r«tet u*t {ANiwiiFMOMI/TAn nuliioi kcihui ' 



PRINTERS 

Al pruflw 1 liilod baioM* era «tffgWr lor 
W* «i* 4vMStRA0 CK. CPC ► 

STAJt IC90 9 ftn Mono £139 95 

i T AUCI»9P*Mo«*/Cafc><jr CT49 95 

|lrc C«m/Mow tfcfer • CoWdewp I| 

STA* IC240 2 J ft™ Mm 1 1 69 95 

^ P TicM mcMe coCtft A dttnjg y 



0*. 20&/30W 

IC2AI0--2S.790 
O710B/H 
0*1 1 J4 
OWtB/2124 
ICI«/S«9Cdiw 



PRINTtR SIB IONS 



1 

E3 73 
□ 93 
£17! 

Ot* 

£371 

tin 

?A*S 
»95 
CAM 

taeecdw tia« 

Other prime* ribbon* 

ftllifiONMJNK 



2 S 

E700 £14 33 
£750 .f 1423 
£Ti» £1623 
£730 El? 50 
067! 
&«B ClftlS 

£17 50 

£21 « 

phone 

12 95 

9* 



INKJET 1MB Blocl t8.9« Col £1 1 

Joysticks 



AM5TADJ?2 
AMSHA0 JOVFAO 
Crt^TAHIvt 

shotS*. 



OKKSHOl 

OUttSKS! »V*h. I M^wwicK 

XJf3TX^ swim 

OltrO EKTENiiOH 



£o»* 

£1395 
tU»5 
£11 »5 
£13 95 
£10 95 
Ell »3 
£14*5 
£2 99 
£AW 



BUDGH CASStmS E3.75 WCH 
L*vc4« [ga C«^a*cWI C'Cui 



At St. 



S*SjMH>3 

Vncgn 

.',v,"i ,'. i - 



yk^QJf I ^^ ,«^ l^ff ff ™ r^ ^ .^^ ^r'T 



1 NORTH HAAIMI ROAD. iC AKIOROl/fi H, KDtTH TOKHiMtO,! *0 1 9 UTr 

OPEN « BAVS A WEEK 
TKE.J 01733 JTt3Btf3Q33T9 



SL 



*n0fTfnMn 

km whwc iw\tjK*n 

♦ NOTTMfAiMOOa 

EwhVt (*Fl«#4V»a neoHHH 
ru»«il 

KM 1W MltSviMjti^tiwi 
D H IHOCIL KKh I UK 
AitlQirtlAHHt 
ASpWWAHLT 

Hi. ft nf/A Qtil 

Un*FlAf«l 
CQMCfitVH 

0I«II&*1H 
DAMMItl 



M.T4 



*l*t 






DDMBga 

Fwsonm* " 

r> WOOt *00 * 

P>iK>OSiki 

r^iocaiMii 

OWilK 

«tMAM«I 

Hf*a ouEir «rr<*i a* Tvf 

WTCHi3» i 

JTWHl 

iatcui 

KAXJ^Il 
MAKWFOKl 

kmccfout 



UK 

J-!* 
UH 
£t«t 
HH 
(409 
H"» 

itii 

(in 

H<1 

19 n 

riH 
o« 
ii" 



., ..... . .^"l 


:i« 


*<e^ i iflurvt 


UH 


HA»*«4-t*! 


C1U 


■«tQ5V 


111 


JWOCFtOFMHAiT 


tin 


fBtUHi 


MX 


(•**>« 


UK 




«« 


««• 


DUMl 


«*• 


mxibujt 


«f» 


miOOrTHliAHjW 


II ** 


TEwaaj& 


tl« 


TU»*Af0t1 


(ISu 



TkOHAifnltJWBMtM 

Haw i» rejoan 



U H 

an 
ciu 

IB" 

tin 

II Jd 

u» 

(!» 
ii f» 
i. « 
ti* 
(1U 
II m 



cecitrj mAjTti 

etAHAXtjOOCH 

OtAfOfWUM 

MTTEMNB 

KD+tt DAWflM MAM<fitt 

MAMXJ1TJ xirciHnaCfl 

Mora*cmi i« 

lALf 



CtK 

tiso 
«» 

ttiO 
(.190 

MM 

K10 



ouAitiotAcw an 

HHINIU 1130 

•UI4KVV4 «K 

■owtoccn «» 

•*F 19 » 



"""■"■IllKltll 
AUitt «u£V*AAfrBOS SOCCEl 

trtAjOXit VMfltlOH «U 



Ji iAJ«T WAPtJtaOT INT tI«.-uIC« 
«ACfM& CHM* W>T tl K 

CHlTVOOWN'MEpA^irS CJi* 

W43IC L4H0 Di£2» CJ fa 



ornit amv a fo* c-s-oo 



CASSETTE COMPILATIONS 



IHDTtlWCU . 4ft 

MOO* #1»C*i"0-Al UCMi 

oa«H ah.- a*a os bo 
~*a J ^._ x. 

lOftlt HMT TJHO ( HAiijHtt 
PMUKV #MDO« Of n< IfAjr 
**CJ*AK«OhCW\ TF6KJS?t 

aw c* ttnt- _^,_„ j,« 

xnvi oollixi ACntwruui uh 

* IM QuV*ejJ0v<« DO OKI »«f 

iAj.tr '>i4ia i 4ft 

IVB . ■£»<*• IPBMri H3T iwKKlHWr 



***sm m Kv« 0w»«3 <os 

■HfHOll , „, 4.. 

p«lM AjMfcjJ_ 1COtT . Mlf C0*d 
CUCtUAfQFtH r>f *04Bfi1#ft ID 
OHMOtt -~-4 .lt 

KW w>h' IHXf'FCWCOi. n»ic 



Stat? aMcUM 

*0*K*3-1 
KppIIW _— — , — „ 



U40* iSuuOMHI HMU 



WK TO H#»W«I Ir WJhAOI »JSi*ff 

•CHTwAhl FAT eoiUCHDH . . ... 4-ft 
»cv«iw. '*.■ i i • i 

*0FT*1 (OUKTOH 1. 



no tet. icvnv»M flAjmnr 

«0»J)[uTSm1*« 

TMtHHtACOUKTluM -, Jl»» 

xukj ;**;.■«, 1**SO* *ij*r-_*i 



CASSETTES 

OUR CHOICE 

MIXED TITLES 

10 FOR E5.00 



'.rajjMHuais* uw 

HAHt 3* PSH B nmiPH ia ro» |1 ft Ot E1 IaOi 

lOOtAPJ, rEtSmfCn £549 



AMSTRAD DISKS 

HHwSAHkyiHH tttt 

tAH**ul*T HJt 



04iu«Htu.itHi<Hi 

«AZZA3iMWbi^;a, 

*k aurtr Fwi arrvfH 0* flat ■ 



IHtlWMHl 



uW*H>* 



iJ« 



1U)I«M^tCn4<?C4l<lH>lMI«AC.1D*C>^LA|nVMK 

mniiiiMii 

wrwanit am 

* use 




autiiiu«j«CT to iTiiLitniT? him Hill i>i:ii ;i,Liitii)ii<to>: 
ehtffi.il . poiui gitiMwtiuiiin T3 WIZlRQi OAUES 

tl HTil. Ill 'I' '. Ill ! -i.hu Ii 4* Ht ■ + ■ ■-* D**+M ll *9l ***4* 1*4 H> # *t 



fiMi CartritlgH for til* 6l»8+/4»>4+/CX4000 > 

No E\U * PpcralJon Tliundcrbnll 

» HKVy ScsiJ* ■ Spilth Blatic 

' Pr u Teruiii Tour " KIp* 

• Burb^innn II " Robocop [I 

* Balmun TTw Movie * Pnng 

All |am» arc untuned wilhoul in^lniclioii5 al a special pntrv <>l 19.99 

All Ten Gama Ai a s^vliI oru-r I'c^- <.f t*-< y*> 
Amstrad 6l2«+/464+/GX4000 

EnffirL-er Cartridge for the Tmj.ni Plu/tiGiin CN. 1 ^ 

Arnstrad Bunrtin' R\ibhi;t toco Ba^k CartridBe £19,99 

Amstnul frU**- '4M» rniktructioR Manun]. ............ - t.14.99 

AmMrad Atyi* Compuier uiih 9tcn0 Mono Manftur CI 25.00 

AniMt-ad 0128- 4{-4. kevbimnl membfane ,. ■ £12.99 

Aimtnui Paddle Coniroiler* lol2ftw4t>4*/GX4OO0i) .,., E2.50 

Aimlrad 6t2?* Cortipui<-< & Mum; Sicrco .Mnnitor £160.00 

AmMrad CMUColmit StL-itiiMomlur £125.00 

Airotfad MM 12 M^ivjSteren Monitor ■■" ,„„.......... -£65.00 

AiTU-trad 4*4« CoCJpUlcrCttiiwili; £65,00 

Amstrad 464 and 6128 General 

Armirad LP! Light Pi*n and «rft ware [<ir ilie-h>4 ....£19.99 

Am^imd 4tJ Ught Gun and games cii*s*uc i5 <.amiii) £1 5.49 

Antvirud r>l2S L-igthl Gun and pjiTio. disk <S Game*). £15.49 

Amstrad GT65 Grcwo Sctt*n Monitor £65-00 

Armirad 464 Cahwtic Tape Head Alignment Kit £9.99 

Aimtrad Cav^llc He-Jtd Tape Head Diiniigriilllirr ■»>•• ,,..£9,99 

AttiMf.id Printer Lead lJ4 WaV Bdjie Cfinnector to Con I ionic PlmjtfE9.99 

AnwtradJY2Jm>lit.k £9.99 

AtrMrad 4fr4 T«il'Ii Y<ni!^*lt Ba^it ' Tuiimal (jindc unit 2 l'avniU-% 
Pan I „„„ £93¥ 

Lra.l1 1 ar **»■■.!* . - . . t i ■ j ■ . ■ ■ a ■ a 1 1. 1 i i ■ i ■ i im i 1 4 + 4 1 I I It FHftttl til M iLV.77 

Atmtrad 4*4 Circuit Ijoords i-omplele P/N 270375 1 14.99 

Amstrad fr!2S Cawtttc Leads £5.99 

VDids{« vtfmarci Packoj 10 £15.00 

AnutradAi-licm Binder* I Holds 12 vopicM if A.A) Choke Blue or Red C^W 

AflMnd Atin.li Chcm Mode Book < Cm cr Issues 17-501 £4.99 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE. PACKING ETC. 
ALL ORDERS BY RETl RN..CHl-,Ol I^SA ISA/ACCESS/PO'S. 

Q TRADING POST S 

VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TFlI 8AF 
TELEPHONE/FAX C01952) 4&ZI35 j 
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TROUBLESHOOTING 




If your CPC Is feeling lis 
age, don't throw it 
away. Instead, follow 
the Amstrad Action 
complete guide to 
rejuvenating your 
faithful old Amstrad. 
Richard Fairhurst is 
your host... 



F 

r 



|rom the ^ery beginning, Amstrad's CPCs have 
I enjoyed a reputation for being reliable 
machines. Back in the days when Spectrums 
overheating was a regular occurrence, Amstrad 
owners could took on smugly with mar flawless 
newrly'acqujf ed CPCs. Even when once proud CPC 
Owners upgraded to Amigas. (he horrendousfy 
dodgy power supplies would regularly force them 
back to their Amstrads when the shiny new 
Commodore broke down. 

Strained but true 

After over ten years, though, its not suronsmg that 
a few CPCs are creaking under the stram As regular 

AA readers will know there are some 'classic' 
software problems, too. Problems which have 
occupied Techy Forum (and its predecessors. 
Problem Attic and Forum I for years. 

So r! your CPCs not doing what it ought , here's 
the Amstrad Acfei ultimate round-up of how to get 
your machine back on its feet again. 

SOFTWARE 
PROBLEMS 

Word processor file 

won't load? 

The 'standard' for storing text on computers is the 
ASCII file which is basically a simple representation 
on disc of the tent in a document and nothing else 
However, since word processors frequently store 
extra ^formation m meir files - on page layout, bow 
and italic codes, and so on - this standard isn't 
always adhered to. 

This can present a problem if, for example, 
you've receded a program wrth orvdisc 
documentation, which you can't read due to it bemg 




in a custom word processor format. If the program 
runs under AmsDOS. the file was almost certainly 
have been created with Pretext - the most popular 
CPC word processor, bar none. 

CP/M programs, on the other hand, are 
commonly accompanied with documentation created 
with the oW workhorse WordStar, or one of its many 
dories. To convert a WordStar file 10 a smpte ASCII 
file, use the (olowtng program: 

10 INPUT 'Original ftlerjure: -,oS 
20 INPUT •ilmi ftiWuBM; '.itS 
30 GP2JXT n$i OPSilK OS 

MTLB NOT EOF: LZIZZ INPUT* • 
5Q FOR ml TO LQSIaSS? 
c-ASei*KIDS(4S P n,lrl 
60 c*c WD . 
70 HIDS (aS.n. I) rCHRS(c) 



WEND 



And to convert a Protest file into something a bit 
more readable, add Ihe lines, below, to the above 
program. If f|| type error in line 30' «$ reported, 
don't worry - just type COMT. and the program goes 
about its business. 

45 WHILE LEFTSUS,II=CHRSli3B): 
a$*MItKldS,2jt SE3 
60 IF c*144 THEN c=52 

If you den't have a word processor but want a way 
of displaying te*l files on your screen, here is the 

simplest way to do it. 

To send output to your printer, add #8. (with 
comma) after the PRINT in line 40 



May AMSTRAD ACTION 



TROUBLESHOOTING 
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HARDWARE 
PROBLEMS 

Double- spaced 

printing 

r the original 46Tdesign. and with subsequent 
CFCs, Amstrad mi-stakenJy supplied the wrong 
voltage to doe of the 'tuns' (or ratter, contacts! on 
the printer port - number 14. This has the effect of 
making many printers double-space output. 

The solution is easy enough; ft* pm 1 4" so thai 
no current is generated on it. If you're quaking with 
the thought of taking a soldering iron to your CPC. 



press P1AY, tun the computer's volume up to 
maximum, and type CALL 48C6E to Start the motor. 
When you hear the signal on the tape, start twisting 
the azimuth left or right by minute amounts, unbl the 
sound is at its least muffled - this is the correct 
position for the azimuth. 

ft helps, too, to run a tapfrctearaig cassette 
through your cassette deck once « a whfle. These 
are available from most record shops. 



Pound signs 
don't print? 



apply tope here 

17 IS IS u 1H 11 11 10 s 


Tap* *ho teniae 1. 
itop 4* if bit tpwting. 
t 7 Q 5 4 12 1 




ULJULIUULJ L_l 1—1 
IS 34 1) It 11 10 19 it 27 


t«!5 


id 21 


22 2t 20 10 



don't worry: all you need is a small piece of Sticky 
tape (cor, if s just bke Blue Peter) to sock over ttw 
fourth contact from the left on the top Side of your 
printer port. The contacts to the left ('pin 1 51 and 
right (pin 1 3') are unused, so you can cover those, 
too. Look at the diagram, above, if you're unsure. 



All you need Is a small 
piece of sticky tope 
(cor, it's just like Blue 
Peter) to stick over the 
fourth contact from the 
left on the top side of 
your printer port 



Tapes not loading 

If your old tapes have stopped working, and aK you 
can load are programs which you've saved on to 
tape yourself recertify, it's kkely that the azimuth" on 
your tape deck has slipped out of alignment. This is 
a liny screw, recessed into your tape deck (see the 
photograph, right, Hoi its tocaton on a 464) is so 
small you need a watchmaker's screwdnser to 
adjust rt. (These are often on sale * markets.) 
Shove a game mto the tape deck, rewnd and 



10 IMVT -Filename *,fS 

20 OP£KXN is 

30 WHILE NOT tPPi I T»9.aS 

40 FR2MT aS i HE 

so acsEm 

'Memory full' 
appears on loading 

First up. if possible, reset your CPC before 
attempting to load a program with a BASIC loader 
(many games, in pamcuiar. use this method). St* no 
luck? Turn off any ROMs and peripherals you have 
attached to the expansion port or remove them if 
you don't have a ROM on/off switch. Typing PRINT 
HMEM should return 42619 on a disc-based 
machine, or 43903 on a tape-based system, 
if you sbl get a *Memory fjT message, it's kkely 



Many printers come with their language setting' 
defaulting to American. Thus doesn't mean that they 
replace every occurrence of the word tap with 

faucet', 'pevemenf with 'sidewalk' or take 

out all the Vs m words kfce 'colour'. Vroal rt 

reaiy means is that they pnit the American 

Character represented by ASCI code 35 - 

the hash «i) - rather than the British pound 

(£) symbol 

The solution varies from printer to 
printer . so you need your manual. Look for 
the section marked "DP switches 
Somewhere on your printer, mere is a set of ony up> 
down switches. Three or four of these combine to 
change m* language setting. Set these to the 
position indicated for Bnbsh, and you shouldn't need 
to do anytiwig else, 

Peripherals 
won't work? 

tf you're having problems with any devices 

connected to the expansion port - the Muftrface, 

ROM-board, Haekit. serial 

Interface, you name it - 

the traditional remedy is 

to ctean the enpansion 

port itself and the 

connectors on anytfwtg 

attached to it. (Phis 

owners are kicky here; 

their Amphenoi 

connectors are much 

more robust,} 

A cotton wool swab 
dipped a tsopropyt 

alcohol (if you've bought a fttet'* e#t **r *W mm 
tape-head cleaning kit. 
pinch it from there!) is usually adequate 

Alternatively, for those reafy tough scans. Disc 
Jockey Danny Baker recommends a Peco model 
raiway track rubber - available from your local 



games and hobbies shop. ( per serially wouldn't swap 
even two bottles of isopropyl alcohol for my new 
formula Peco back rubber. 



Danny Baker 
recommends a Peco 
model railway track 
rubber. I personally 
wouldn't swap even 
two bottles of isopropyl 
alcohol for my new 
formula Peco track 
rubber 




Before you try this, though, you might kke to s*np»y 
Swap me order m which your peripherals are 
connected - Ihis is surpristigfy effective- Even 
loosening the connections can sometimes help. 

Mistaken 'Disc 
missing' errors 

Of late, probably the most common problem with 
CPC 3-cnch disc drives has been the error Drive A 
disc missing when there is, m fact, a disc in the 
drive. The cause o« this is a worn dnve belt 
Fortunately, these are easy and cheap to replace. 
Although you could obtain the official Am strad 
replacement part, a drive belt for a domestic tape 
player does just as well- Make sure that you obtain 
one of the correct dmensioos. Ideally the disc drrve 

belt should be 7cm long 

(although a difference ol 
between one and two 
millimetres won't hurt!, 
0,3cm or 0.4cm high, and 
0,5mm thick. 

Once you have this, 
open up your CPC by 
removing the screws on 
the base and (rf necessary 
on your model of CPC) 
removing the keyboard 
connection. Unscrew and 
, it' i mn *iimuth, unplug the circuit board 
beneath the disc drrve, 
and you can then remove the old drive belt and (it 
the new one. Since mis problem has only recently 
surfaced on a minority of machines, your CPC 
should then be safe for another ten years or so...! 



you're trying to load an old tape game which can't 
cope with the small amount of memory that 
AmsDOS (the disc ooerarmg system) takes up. The 
foiowing snort fcstmg resets the computer with 
AmsDOS off. and enables you to load such games. 

10 MEMORY i'FTTi FOR r.-i8000 TO fct 
20 fc£AD dSt POKE .-.. YAL ! *6 '**£■> 
30 XSXti CRLL SsGOQ 
40 DATA 21,Oa,BO i 3£,00,C3,:£,S& 
50 DATr i2.CS.S£.C3,06. 

I can't print graphics 
characters 

Trying to get a primer to output graphics characters 
-those with ASCI codes above 127 -is fraught wrth 
dttcutbes. For starters, even though jour CPC 




responds to PRINT CHR$[224] by punting a smiley 
face, CHftS<224) on your printer is likely to be an 
entirely Afferent character. As usual, consulting the 
prater's manual should help. 

However, you find mat PraNT*8.CHR$<224) stm 
doesnt print a graphics character. Instead, it prints, 
a grave accent, or CHft$(96). The reason lor this b 
that Amstrad's printer port design, once again, is 
sightly lacking which means that n fact, rt won't 
send bit 7 of any data. 

If you put trus into English this techno-speak 
translates as mearwig that sendmg character 1 28 
actually sends character 0. sending character 129 
sends character 1 . and so on up to character 255. 
which sends character 127. 

The 464 Plus and 6128 Plus bom have a proper 
S-bfl printer port. However, their operating system 
doesnt actually know about this. As a result it simply 
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strrps out any characters from 1 28 to 255 m 
standard CPC fashion. Very useful. 



Put into English, this 
means that sending 
character 1 28 actually 
sends character O, 
sending character 129 
sends character 1 , and 
so on, up to character 
255, which sends 
character 127 



There are two solutions You can At an 8-bit printer 
port add-on. CPotential BrunlYord Elite - see 
Ml 1 4/1 1 5 - purchasers, for example, have fits as 
an option, look out also for a DfY hardware project m 
a forthcoming Techy Forum). Alternatively, many 
printers can be sent an instruction to tell them to 
switch to characters 1 28 to 255. rather than to 
127. On the Amstrad DMP-2G00. for example, you 
can obtain character 224 by: 

PRINT 

CHHS < 27 )*'>' fCKKS C961 ; CHfcS 127 f **=>- ; 

For some printers you need to replace the ">" and 
*»" by *4* and *5" respectively. Check your manua! 
This doesn't give you the fuB (unchonality of an 8bit 
printer port - for example, it won't work for sending 
graphics data nor for redefining characters, where 
the eighth bit is crucial - but rt's a workable 
compromise, at least 

Have 1 28 K but can't 
run 6128 programs? 

Owners of the original CPC 464 are missing a few 
BASIC commands and firmware features, such as a 
shape-filling fao&ty (the FILL command fa BASIC), 
available on the 664, 61 28 and Plus machines. This 



is very rarefy a problem with commercial software or 
weNiritten PD, but rf the program you need relies 
on one of these commands (often causing a 
repealed 'Syntax error' message to appear on the 
screen), you might be able to get hold of a 6128 
ROM (part number 400251 10 replace your 464 
ROM. if you're not confident about desoWermg a 
chip from your CPC's crcuit board, get a 
professional to do it. The 40025. although less easy 
to find than previously, should be available from CPC 
Pic (see box on page 14). 

The 61 28 comes with a short piece of code 
called Ban* Manager (or simply 'Bankman'), which 
provides access to &e extra memory of BASIC, 
However, it isn't prowled with the 464 or 664. and 
wont work on either of those machines anyway - 
even if expanded to 128k, On this month's 
covertape. there is a new PD equivalent which 
provides many of its features and works on all 1 28K 
machines, ff you know a friendly 61 28 owner who 
will give you a copy of the original Bank Manager 
program, here's a guick fix to make it work on both 
464s and 664s: 

100 mcentry=HMEMi524 

1 10 MEMORY mcentry-1 : LOAD 

•8Ar*MAN.BJW,mcentry 

120 FOR n=mcentry TO mcentry T &524 

130 WHtE PEEK(n)~&5B AND P£EK|n+I)=&BD 

140 POKE n.Oi POKE n+l.&AF 

1 50 WEND: NEXT: FOR n=&AF00 TO 4AF1 3 

160 READ a&'. POKE n.VALr&'+a$): NEXT 

170 DATA C5,F6,C0,Q6,7F,4F,3A ) 13,Af.E6 

180 DATA 0F.ED,49.EO.43,13^.Cl.C9.0O 

190 CALL mcentry 

The only remaining problem is CP/M Plus. This, too, 
refuses to work even on expanded 464s and 664s. 
This is because, on loading, the first thing it does is 
to check whether your CPC ss a 6128, rather than 
whether it has 128K memory. By removing this 
check, you can make it work on any 128K machine. 
Load up a disc editor (such as the DES utility on 
this month's covertape, for example), and go to 
track 2, sector &45. The fifteenth line down - with 
the OES editor, it is the seconoMooottom feme of 
page 1 - begins with &C8. Change this to &C9. 



wnte the sector to disc and you have a version of 
CP/M Plus which is 464n:ompaabte , You lucky. 
lucky person, you. 

Programs won't load 
from drive B? 

Most serious CPC owners, by now, have acquired a 
3.5iflcti second drive. The discs are much cheaper, 
and can hold approximately twice as much as a 
standard 3-inch disc. Many machine code programs 
won't toad from drive B. though. The first part of the 
code loads and the program then looks for any other 
files on drive A. 

The ultimate solution to this is to fit Par aDOS 
internally and add an ABBA switch, which allows you 
to treat the 3.5-inch drive as drive A when required 
(try STS, see the 'Still stuck' box below). For a 
cheaper alternative, though, you could try the 
following iistmg, which at least allows some 
programs to load from a second drive. It works by 
disabling CALLs to the routine which resets ROMs, 
including the disc system: type m the program, 
switch to drive B (IB) and type CALL 
48000, "filename*. Ideally, you could append that to 
the end of the program, and save It as a loader for 
the program m question, 

100 MEMORY &7FFF 
110 FOR n=i8000 TO S804B: READ aS 
120 POKE n,VALC&"+aS): NEXT 
130 DATA 3E,C9,32,CB,BC,32,CE,BC 
140 DATA 32,C8 H BC.32,37,B0.3£ 1 E9 
ISO DATA 32,16 > BD,DO P 6EmDD,66 
160 DATA 01, 46.23, 5E.23.56.EB.il 
170 DATA 0O,C0XO.77,BC,D2.O0,0O 
180 DATA 87,C8,FE h 01, 08,05,21 ,3C 
190 DATA 80,n,00,AF,01,10,OO r ED 
200 DATA B0X3,G0.AF,E1,CD,83,BC 
210 DATA D2.00,00,E5.CO,7A.BC,E1 
220 DATA C0,03.B9,E9 

If, after CALLrng &8000. the disc drive Chugs and 
returns to the Ready prompt, it's because you're 
trying to toad a BASIC program. Type RUhTfilename* 
after the CALL &S0O0. and the BASIC program 
loads with the Bdrive patch still m memory. 



STILL 
STUCK? 

Where to get help 

Your first port of call should always be the manual - 
check that you're doing everything by the book 
before you suspect a serious problem If thts doesnt 
help phone the manufacturer of Hie hardware or 
software you're having trouble with. It's possible that 
it's a recognised fault for which a solution has been 
worked out- For example, a sampler I've recently 
bought has taken to giving error messages m some 
circumstances A phone call to the factory yielded a 
new version of the ROM to install. It's always worth a 
try,,. Unless, of couise, it involves phoning Amstrad, 
whose knowledge of things CPC is minimal, 

AA are happy to he=p with CPC problems. Our 
monthly Techy Forum features solutions to a 
selection of your technical probfems. You Can email 
your queries to us now, too. tsee page 21 for 
contact details). However, we can only answer your 
queries through the pages ol the magazine so don't 
enclose an SAE, please, nor phone the AA office. 

Amateur CPC publications are always a good 
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bet, for technical help, too, (See the Amscene 
drectory for more contacts.) HfflCCfs letters page is 
a recognised forum lor those wanting just such help, 
and WACCI. the cHib. even have a hst of members 
prepared to offer help by phone. Other fanzines. 
such as the PD disc mag Better Than Life, also 
answer readers' questions, 



Your first port of cell 
should always be the 
manual - chock that you 
are doing everything by 
the book before you 
suspect a serious 
problem 



If you have access to the Internet, then the 
newsgroup comp,sysamstrad.8bit is a good place 
to obtain help, Every fortnight, the FAQ (a list of 
Frequently Asked Questions, and their answers) is 
posted. If your problem isn't one of thos»e then a set 
of experts ranging from CPC designer Cliff Lawson 



and Locomotive Software boss Richard Clayton to 
demo-coder NWC are on hand to give their best 
advice and of course it's virtually instant 

If you need spares for your CPC, CPC Pic are the 
people to contact. Their individual prices are much 
htgher than thetf trade prices, though, so try to 
order through an electronics shop rf at all possfcie 
(See CPC contacts box. below.) 



CPC contacts 

CPC PLC 

Component House. Faraday Drive. FuhwoOd. 

Preston PR2 4PP ■ 01 77? 654477. 

STS 

298 HoKon Road, Barry South Wales 

CF63 4HW * 01446 700730. 

T*chy Forum 

30 Monmouth Srrcel, Bath. Avon BA1 2BW, or 

aa?4ulurenet.co uk puffing Techy Fin the 

subject line. 

WACCI 

7 Bruri sward Green. Hawarden, Oeeside, Clywd 

CHS 3JA = 01244 534942. 
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The rites and wrongs of pokes* Lee Rouane is master of 
ceremony in Hie first half of your initiation to hocking! 



To start things oh* nicely you first need a 
NUtrface and a copy of Teara^ay (the best) or 
Insider (hmm,..). Failing that, the Hackii ROM 
dees the job just as well but novice Cheat finders 

may encounter problems. 
Right. down to business-,. 

Addressing the issue 

Most games use a standard set of routines to 
decrement, or m some cases, increment the lives or 
energy, and so on. In the easiest of cases you find 
out how many lives you start with, lose one, and 
then look through the code to find an address that 
holds a value one less than the one you started with. 

in the recent covertape game. Turbo The 
Tortoise fAAl 09). for example r you start *ilh three 
lives and three energy bars. Now you begin looking 
for an address that at the start holds three, but 
which can hold a number tower than three every time 
you lose a life. 

A standard routine to perform this function 
looks like this: 

3E 03 LO A,&03 ;LoaD the Accumulator 

with 3 
3A xx xx ID (xxxx).A ;LoaD an unknown 

number (xxxx) with A 

You use the ampersand sign (4) to denote that the 



number after itis« rOadecroal. The HEXadecanai 
counbng system works differ entfy To the normal one 
When you reach ten in the in HEXadecimal 

system you switch to an atphabet»caf 
system. The table below counts up to 20 and 
the system should be clear enough to count higher 
if you need to. 

Decimal - 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 OS 09 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 16 19 20 
Hex - 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 OS 09 OA DB OC 
00 OE OF 10 11 12 13 14 

The routine m the first example was found using 
Tearaway at address 45E57 by searching for the 
foutme 3E.03. Mow just change the 03 to a higher 
number such as &fT (255 decimal), but. because 
the routine was found at 45E57. the actual poke 
(403) is at address A5E58. This is because the 
routine occupies two bytes of memory, the first at 
&5E57 and the last at &5E58. 

DEC A instruction 

One of the other common routines is the DEC A 
instruction. This routine takes what is heid m A 
(unless specified otherwise! and decrements ft by 
one. The example below shows how it is more 
commonly used: 




3A xx xx LD Ah(kxxx) 
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DEC A 



32 xx xx LD (xxxx|,A 




;LoaD the Accumulator 
with value held at 
unknown address 
;DECrement mis value 
by one 

;put the amended value 
back to unspecified 
address 



Top row ay. 
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hacking 






program] 







This routine was found m the 
covertape game Fantasy Wortd 
D\izy at address £6AF 6, To stop 
the lives counting down you need 

to nullify the DEC A instruction at 
address &6AF9. The most 
popular is the MOP (NO 
operation] code. 

The HEX eqmvalent of mis 
mstructon is 400 so poke this 
nto address &6AF9 to take out 
the DEC A instruction and 
provide infante lives. You can 
also use &A7 (AND A). &C9 
IftETl or iiCtlTCAl instead of 
&00. One works better so rfs 
a case of trial and error. 



Member rates 

If you buy Tearaway and Supenrimp {see 'So 
why do you need A mouse?", pAfce 17| the 
combined price is £10 instead of £6 per 
program. Both programs are available to 
members of UAUG only [see Roll up, rott up!), 



Other common routines ate listed below and it 
is not usual for a game to vary on these routines . 

2A xx xx LD HL .(xxxx) :LoaO HL with value 
held at unspecified 
address 

35 DEC [HL) OECrement the value in 

HL by one (nullify this) 

46 LD &.(HLJ ;LoaD B with the value 

in HL 

05 DEC B :DECrement the value 

by one (nullify mis) 
70 LD (HL),B ;LoaD HL with the 

amended value in B 

7E LD A,(HL) ;LoaD A with the value 

InHL 
3D DEC A :DECrement the value 

In A by one (nullify this} 
77 LD [HL).A :LoaD HL with the 

amended value in A 

SAxxxx LDA F (xxxx) ;LoaD A with the value 
held at unspecified 
address 

06 01 SUB &01 :3UHtract the value in 

A by one [nullify this) 



Next month: 

Another cove nape gamo but not just another 
poke. You took at inserting your new-found 
muttrface pokes into your own routines. 
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ping listings 

• Make njre you type m exactly what we print 

• OMfT the first four letters in each lira: they 
are a cod* which works in conjunction mth 
our TypeChecker program below. 

• Only press RETURN when you get to the 
end of a command line- If a command line 
fcODi on to two lines don't press RETURN at 
the break. Your lines on screen should break 
in the tame place as in the mat- 

• The dots you see in some lines {like the 
one between 'weir and 'done' in the line 
PRIHTI H«ll<donH ] indicate spaces The 
number of doT* tells you how many spaces 

TypeChecker 

This program enables you to check whether 
you've typed AA listing; in correctly. Type it 
in, then SAVE it for future use. When you 
want to doublecneck that you typed a listing 
in correctly: 

• load up TypeChecker. 

• type NEW: 

• type in the listing of your choice: 

• when y nu have finished type LIST. 

At the end el every line a highlighted 
code appears. It should be the same as the 
code printed in front of the same line in AA 
II it isn't you have typed that line incQrrecily 
ttHi 10 • ' ■ TjiFfClii :1 h II -8 ■ - Is S i»»i> Itttti t 

w— itciiii 

HW; Z8 ' -Fir-taitrat >lftt«*- Ml ic-lHUiH 

tw m whom *sni 

CIJK tttsatj 

CMI 50 -f4K-*Mr:IMDfM» *M31 

mi CO tat -h If I 

CtJt 7»-bjtt:««HJI '*»»»> 

FKI W"»KE *«!■,» jW 

Ctft »-liun:tlwt*bytt 

tlU 108-KBI *Ui 

OKI lll-tFciwOlZftll tKEH rftlMf-IOifCksvi 

Ur*ii.V& 
LRKI US-Mil ilWKftlllllJSllrMU'iftMiinK 

QMCl 
MSI HA mi HU» r Kl:K»I IllflUrOa 

UtSC.i* 
MIQc W-tmi <l lirttlfcktr lll'lnlillt* ;» 
BIK IM-IIII cr ,n f )3,Fi,e», <»,»,«, is, csj 

L,F.5,FIJB,C*ii2 

l*u iso m« «,sr r HrM,a,tt,»e,is,2i,sa,« 

s,Ei,ii.ct,n,ci 
L«rJ iso- ^i*.ffij,»o,« r M,cj, »,«,«, it, cj,b 

e,*e F i*,Sft,» h 7C 
UM in<MT4<CM5,M.»'CM5rff.3E, iZXTt.V 

lKH|N4IT«-St,H.{! r ll.llllJ£ l Et.8F.«Jl,C 

p.oe.wji.Esjo 

MJ: I» Mil lT,lF,lF.U\CMl,CJ r W,«,C5,0 

0,00, EM 
Turning TypeChecker off [it is automatically 
initialised when you RUN the program above | 
and back on again is quite simple: 

tm llltt.B turns rt off. while. 

KU mil.) turns rt back on 



What, no cede? Well, f er 
this month at least, you're 
looking in the wrong place. 
Richard Fairhvrst explains. 

This month, the Assembly hne code has moved 
from this page to the covertape It saves you 
lime in typing it in, but more importantly, it lets 
you work on a meatier chunk of assembly 
language than would tit on one page. 



The filename is ASSEM8LY.SRC (SRC standing 
for source code). Just load it into the text editor 
of your assembler, assemble the code (to 
48000), and CALL it. Move the bat left and right 
with the cursor keys to catch me tailing ball. **ss 
and it's game over, and you are told how many 
balls yow caught. It might not be PreriistonJr I, 
but. hey!, its onty a few bytes of code. 

If you can manage to "un-addicf yourself Irom 
(he amazing game-play, then fire up your text 
editor, and take a look at the code. There are 
comments sprinkled liberally throughout, so it 
shouldn't be too drrhcult to make sense of it. 

At the start of each 
game, you clear the 
Screen to MODE 1. 
reset the score to 1 
(really), and set up 
Biteriupts. As you aren't 
usmg the CPC's built-in 
interrupt routine which 
handles keyboard 
scanning and sound 
production you could 
get away with turning 
interrupts off here with the Dt opcode, in lact, 
here you poke the opcodes El: RET into &38, 
which is the address which the CPC calls 300 
times per second so that interrupts are enabled, 
but al the interrupt routine does is return. There 
is a reason for this, but youD have to wart until a 
future issue of AA lo find out, (Don't you just love 
being kept in suspense?) 



ktfc* 'bail 



Initially you... 

Initialise the variables for the position of the bat 
and the ball. Each one has a 'proper' position [the 
column on itie screen, and 3 row in the case of 
the l ailing ball), as well as a screen address. The 
program could calculate the screen address 
from the row and column each time it needs to 
print the bat and ball, but calculating it initially 
and updating it each time they are moved is a lot 
easier. The bairs position is determined by 
getting a random number (generated by the sub- 
routine .random). H its not between 2 and 78 you 
get another one. Finally for the initialisation, you 



add 1 to the score: so that the initial score of 1 
becomes 0. 

Circulars and flyers 

The mam game loop is a simple section, this 
waits lor frame flyback (reread my column in 
AAl 1 5 if you are unsure about this), and then 
scans the keyboard. If the left or right cursor 
keys have been pressed, a routine is called to 
change the position of the bat as long as it's not 
at the edge of ihe screen. Dont worry about how 
the .keysc routine works, if s a complicated piece 
of coring which checks to see which keys have 
been pressed, and returns the results encoded in 
the ten bytes at .keybuf. However, when you 
have disabled the firmware interrupt, nice friendly 
subroutines such as &BBG9 stop working! 

The loop proceeds to draw the ball', and 
advance its position by four screen lines for next 
time, instead of having two separate routines, 
one to wipe the last position of the baa and 
another to draw it at its new position, this routine 
does both, I This month's bomeworit is to try and 
wort out how - Ed) If you're leelmg particularly 
keen, you could replace this with a proper sprite 
routine, to display a more artistic ball than the 
solid red square. 

The bat is then drawn in a similar fashion (by 
the subroutine .bat), and 
the loop is resumed if 
the ball hasn't reached 
the bottom of the screen 
yet. If it has, then the 
columns of the ball and 
(tfireecharacter wide) 
bat are checked. The 
program only lumps 
back to increase the 
II score and starts 

" dropping another hal if 

the ban has landed on the bat. Otherwise, the 
CPC's firmware interrupt routine is restored. 

Divided it stands 

Note that when changing the code at 438, you 
should disable interrupts for the interim and also 
that the score is printed by a threedigrt decimal 
print routine, .pr_a. This works by subtracting 
100 until the number is less than 0, hence finding 
out how many hundreds there are in the number. 
and printing this. Repeat for tens and units. 

There you go - your first full machine code 
'game' (sort of). Now read, enjoy, digest and see 
if you can beat my hi score of 38! 



NEXT MONTH: 

If this isn't enough of a gaming or coding 
challenge, next month you add features 
and game play to create the most epic 
covertape game since, er, Chuckic Egg. 



\ So. port of 
' • It realistic! 
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why do you 







Is the case lor owning a 
mouse squeaky clean? Shh, 
while Richard Wildey 
whiskers the answer. 

Before you think a page from Rodent Monthly has 
slipped undetected into your favourite computer 
magazine, read on. A mouse is a hardware 
device that allows you to move a pointer around 
the screen in a simple way. Graphical user 
interfaces {Gill's) use Ihem. unfortunately on the 
CPC we have AmsOQS - Windows it certainly 
isn't. So without a GUI why do you 
need a mouse? 

What's Hie point? 

There are a few applications on the 
Amslrad that benefit from the aid of 
a mouse.,, DTP programs such as 
Mi'croDesign, PowerPage and Stop 
Press, and art packages such as 
Art Sfudro, Smart Ptu& and Picasso, 
fall into this category. 

There are quite a few operating 
systems that attempt to bring the 
desktop interface to the CPC. In the Public 
Domain you have Worktop which is a rather 
clumsy, slow, but working, implementation. A 
more polished attempt comes in the guise of 
EasyDos, this is however not what you might call 
bug-free. However. EasyDos is simple to use and 
a suite of RSX's allow you to use the pointer 
system in your own code, These RSX's are 
unfortunately undocumented within the program, 
though M printed a letter from David Wild, the 
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Build y*ur awn 
»UH-drivin program with G*mllk«. 



EaiyDoi, Hi* lint of many PD graphical liter Interface*. 

EasyDos author, which listed the function of each 
RSX [please see AA69). 

Write like a WIMP! 

If writing your own WIMP applications appeals 
then Superwimp is likely to be of interest This is 
a series of very well documented RSX's with 
demonstration programs that aHow you to build 
up your own applications. 

There used to be a major flaw m this 



AMX Mouse 



Genius Mouse 



DES 



Superwimp 



EasyDos. 
WorkTop, 
Gemlike 



Where to go 

OJ Software £34,95 (incl p&p) 

273 Mossy Lea Road, Wrighrjngton. Nr Wigan, Lanes WN6 9RN 

^01257 421915 

Date! Electronics £34,99 jincl p&p) (incl Advanced Art Studio} 

Go van Road, Fenton Industrial Estate, Fenton. Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2RS 

* 01782 744707 

CampurSott £24.99 (ROM), £14.99 {disc) 

10 Mcintosh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow G31 2HW 

• 0141 554 4735 

UAUG £6 {disc only) 

(Programs available to members only), Details from Tony Baker, 
Chairman, 26 Uplands Crescent, Fareham, Hants P01G 7SY 
~ 01329 234291. (Registration to James Verity, 3 The Cottons, 
Outwell, Wisbech, Cambs PE13 STL.) 

From all good Public Domain libraries. 
From all good Public Domain libraries. 
From all good Public Domain libraries. 



program - the actual WIMP code used by 
Superwimp was copyrighted to CPC Network. 
You needed this code for your programs to work 
which meant you couldn't give your user friendly 
programs to others, in which case you had to 
make do with a PD alternative, such as Gemlike, 
However, this was not as 
comprehensive as 
Superwimp and 
only worked in 
MODE 2 but it was 
adequate for 
building your own 
programs. Now, 
though, Superwimp 
is available from the 
UAUG (United 
Amstrad User 
Group) disc library 
(see Where to go) 
and is distributed under shareware conditions 

If you don't fancy writing your own 
applications the up and coming operating system 
which has a small, but growing number of 
programs written tor it. is DCS, This is 
CampurSoff s commercial contribution to the 
genre and comes on ROM and disc. 

ROM is the only sensible place for a GUI to be 
as thts allows your computer to jump straight into 
the WIMP system without loading a program fast. 
Doing so seems to defeat the obiect of the 
program. DES is the best offering of a graphical 
shell for AmsDOS currently available, It isn't 
perfect but it makes a good case for buying a 
mouse -just so you can feel you've got a PC, 

Paws for thought 

Only two brands of mice are on offer for the 
Amstrad: don't go buying one for use with a PC 
because it just wont work! 

The Genius Mouse and the AMX Mouse both 
take input from the joystick port so any program 
that works with a joystick also works with a 
mouse, which brings a whole new dimension to 
ArkanoJd. The Genius Mouse has only two 
buttons, the AMX has three. However the middle 
button is almost never used and the right button 
is the primary one, This is something you must 
remember if you're used to the left being 
foremost as it is on the PC. 

Of the two the AMX mouse is more ergonomic 
in design and comfortable to use. The Genius is 
too rectangular and the buttons feel much loser 
than that of the AMX mouse. On the down side, 
though, you can't use the tape port on a 61 28: 
when ihe AMX mouse is plugged in the hardware 
obscures the tape input socket. 



Next month: 

Hackit is the development tool Richard 
Wildey wouldn't be without. Find out why 
you should have one. 
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How do you give impact to 
your posters and pizaiz to 
your pages? Angela Cook 
shows you how to make 
headlines with MlcroDesign. 

MtiroDe$ign is, if not the best, then one of 
the best, commercial desktop publishing 
programs tor the CfC. Anybody who 
does not know what sort of effect they can get from 
MicroOesrgn, should look at the layout of any issue 
of WACCl. However, for those who are new to 
MicroDesign, tef s rewind the tape... 



The gome of the name 

It's 1988, Hogsoft produce the first MVroOesign. 
and Siren Software release it. Hogsoft change their 

name to Creative Technology. . . in 1 989 

S f en produce something called 
JvftcroOes^rr Extra... In 1991 Sren trartiwr 
theif kence to CampufSoft. . in 1995 
McroOes«n Extra rs re- 
released 

Bel we we go on. let's 
see what 1996 has in 
store, Fast forward. Oh 
rats, the tape has run out. 
Does this mean the end of 
the work) as we know it? 



Who's 
got them? 

The rwo-ditc *et for 
MrcroDcwgn (the original 
ano the cnrtweer. 
MtcfoOestgn Pius) costs 
£29.99. MicroDesign 
Extra coils £14,99 [incl 
pip) In ROM Dos or data 
format, while the 
3 5- inch disc costs 
£13.99 (incl pip) all 
from CampurSeft. 
10 Mcintosh Court. 
Wellparfc. Glasgow 
G31 2MW 
* 0141 554 4735, 
fax 0141 227 4486. 
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Got ctoiftr, loom In. 



(Get on mth rt or nf fast 
forward you - Ed.J 

Anyhow. I*cro0e*«n 
Extra is of no use to ycju, 
unless you have 
MpcroOesign. Basically, 
MiCf oDesign Extra is a 

disc i*e cl« ari that you can eel from any good PO 
library (check out the contact addresses m Amscene 
Directory on page 201. it nas headlines . some nice 
clouds, flow chart symbols and much more 

The good bit is on side two, 

Got a head! 

You can produce sheets of music There are staves. 

clefs, keys, even some songs all ready done for 
you. It's here you find the notes and other 

On the map 

CampurSoft also sell MrcroDet *gn Maps, which 
are, as the name makes clear, maps for use 
within MpcroDrtsigfl, Maps of the United 
Kingdom cost £15:99 (incl pip] on 3-inch disc 
or £12.99 (incl p&p| in 3.5 inch format. World 
maps cost £12.99 (incl pip) for the 3. 5-inch 
version and £13.99 (incl pip) on 3 -inch disc . 
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essentials, a,i saved as icons. There are mote 
headline fonts, too. These are teg fonts that have 
been designed for you to copy and move about for 
your headlines (hence the name). This is a Wtie tricky 
and sometimes also time-consum«ng but it does give 
excellent effects II you are already accustomed to 
MJcroDeSJgn, this presents no problem. 

MicroOesign Extra is essentially for the hundreds 
ol new customers that did not buy it before from 
Siren even ihough there are some new features 
which were added ater Siren sold ri. 

When can you use it? 

HAcroDes/gn rs excellent for producing newsletters, 
ckib nonces, posters, fanjoes and magazines, 
doing homework and much more. 

It is versatile and you can easily import ckp art 
into it i used to use McroDesJgn a lot for designing 
front pages, newspapers and reports >n connection 




Loading o 111* from rh« MP Extra di.t. 

wrth my homework when I was sHI at school, 

MicroOesjgn Extra enhances itis versatility yet 
further with new headlines, an ability lo create music 
sheets and lots ol other little surprises lor you 
There are no instructions for MfCroOes^gn Extra 
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Andrew Chapman explains -how 
the layout of one double-page 
spread from WACCI illustrates the 
versatility of MicroDesign and the 
basics of desktop publishing, 

A HEADLINE NEWS 

If i eiiy to scale up fra tlza oi lettering for Impact Thll 
ii the 'Chunky' font tf you ute a large font to itirt with 
the letten an jagged became tcaling disttjrti the 
tmooth pattern of dott [pixels | that make up a totter. 

B BREAKING UP IS E 

Make text easier on the eye by dividing with headings 
fcroitheads') in a larger liie or in bold tot emphasis 

C TRAVEL ABROAD 

Putting the text in column* doesn't mean everything else 
tt fixed. Placing this box across two columns makes the 
page look more interesting. To resize a box just stretch 
the "elastic' lines from the comers when you select it 

D GET IT TOGETHER 

Text and graphics don't always have to be kept apart, 
however. You can make a diagram clearer using 
explanatory text then separate it from the main 'body" 
text by enclosing It within a neat double box, as here. 

E GET THE PICTURE 

Illustrations make a page more fun. Buy collections of 
Image* (clip irf | to drop straight on to your MfereDesfgn 
page. But why does the gardener look so happy? 

f PUSH FLOODS 

You can give pictures a more solid feel by filing them 
with patterns using MicroDesign's Flood tool. The tool 
floods any shape that has a soHd line around it 

G SHAPELY FIGURES 

If « simple to build up a picture yourself by putting boxes 
and circles together. You can easily erase corners and 
draw lines across to make unusual shapes, then flood 
them. Look at the text running up the side of the picture: 
MicroDusiEn print* at 90, ISO or 270 degrees. 

H GIVEN LINES 

If you use the Lite tool to draw a solid line right across 
the page you can Copy it You can also draw patterned 
lines such as the dots you often see around coupons. 
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because all you do is load in the files, which you 
should be able to do already. (The instructions for 
lowing the files are m the manual lor MtcroDesignl 
There are. however, help sheets when come with 
Ihe package They are available both on paper and 




I STYLE CONSCIOUS. 

MfcroOesfgns text editing mode is like a mini WP so you 
tin make text bold or italic c-r underline It. If you prefer, 
you can load in text from a word processor like Pretext 



Maying haadllne feitfc ui*ful bus lakes Him. 



35 README documents on crsc. These sheets 
mckjde examples oi some of the things that you can 
do with the extra files. 

To come to the point... 

It is hard to give a 'mark* to something iike 
MicroDesign Extra, because, essentially, there is 
noth ng to rival it. The idea is good, there are the 
extra louts, clip art, pictures and the other 
numerous things that are on both sides of the disc, 
some of which I have mentioned, 

If you have McroOes'gn. and use it a lot, then 
MicroDesign Extra i$ almost an essential piece of 
software. However, if you don't use MfcroDeagn 
much, and then only to play around with it while you 
are trying la work out how to use it, don't bother 
buying McroDesign Extra. But you fail <nto the latter 
category then you are really not getting the most out 
ofyourCPC. 



MicroDesign 2 

What about * MicroDesign 2? CampurSoft say 
they are working on n and that progress is 
slow but constant. The new version will enable 
c-xtcnsive tent formatting and permit auloflow 
around graphics AA's Rob Buckley is doing the 
deed, so you can be sure of an excellent 
program, when H finally arrives. And, of 
course. we'N keep you informed. 



Next month: 

How can your CPC use 3.5-inch discs? With 
ParaDOS says Richard Wlldey. 
fc V*** WIN! a copy of MicroDesign Extra! Your 
primed documents will never be the tame 
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Radical Software 



Brewtwlch Road, 
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so w Ufw mBb bbi 

1953 483750 



■ 42 Overton Close, Hall Green, 
Birmingham B28 OHA 
■-■••ill da v e Ok echb. dannw. co.uh 
3.5-mcii discs available. 



Sentinel Software 

4 1 tumor* Gordons, last S heen. 

London SW14 4RF 

I-hmI1i ce94rrwCBrwnel.ac.vfc 

STS trttes artd a lew original products. 

Siren Software 

■ 0161 7945279 



r JHtfflwfr^ 



United Amttrad User Group fUAUG), 
Uplands Crescent, Fare ham, HanK Pi 



» 01329 334291 



UGL 26 
f* POlo 



GoncHl 

the 4 bit generation 

Contp.sys.amstrad.4btt 

(newurpup] 

•-mall; roussln5genetis4.frmug.rr.net 

(BBS wish CPC software «isbl«sJlcd OdoSbf I9W. 
24 Mb of Pf DRrams incluOirtH CPCEMU and CPE 
emuljim^ (or) PC arid Aingi] 
e 0022 1 39 50 54 1 1 



Aspects 

(on-line address) OleVl 792 G240 

FIDO 2:220/220 

Fflc requestl welcomed 

ax 

■ 0141 290 4440 

| on- line- address} 

01B1 390 1255/1244 

CompuServe 

10 249274 

Delphi Internet 
f Q171 757 71 SO 

Direct Connection 
0141 317 01OO 



25p per disc free selection form the fcsungs far four or 
more selections ordered. 



- Darren Dadds , 1 9 Itmwood Drive, 
Poatelaad, MewcasHe NE20 9QQ 

Abo provides a digitising service. 

lamo PD 

■ O1470 533447 

A two-side selection costs Vie same as one-side, 

- Arthvr's Domain 

-ttort Cottage, Brunswick Hood, 
..Anu, West Susses 
4N1 1 3 NO "/fay O1003 206739 



PD Fun 



Aswfoe), Chlppenfca 

A policy ot 'no serious software'. 

Presto 2 

- 87 tw MtM si Rooet, Senefteiebsjry, 
Dorset SP7 6EH, 

MwH 

- 1 3 Radnor Close, Blfrea, Btrgby 
CV22 7HJ 

Robot PD 

- 2 Trent Rood, Oakham, Rutland 
U15 4HF 



- Robert Sparrow, 40 Dae C ou rt , 

Heoba y a, 

W7 3RG 



._] Helton Road, Sorry, South Wales, 
CP63 4HW b 01446 7OO730 



Trading Pest 



« Ol 554 777993 

Wizard Games 

=/#«■ 01723 376586, 

"01723 503399 



Merlin -Serve 

Rr y— p t on Cartage, Brunswick Road, 
Worthing, West Sussex BU1 1 3 NO 
»/*■* O1903 206739 

Games for sale from 50p. Swaps. Will buy unwanted 
CPC sturl 



uppliers 

OJ Sortw or. 

n 01257 421913 



' Cavern 
S 491 101 



■ 294 Melton Read, Barry, South Walei 
CIO 6HW * 01 440 700730 

Tronic* Nerth 

PO Bex 74 1 9, Garfavtf, Oueenilund, 

Large suppfter of software and CPC btis. 
= DID 6177 253 744 

Upgrades/ 



After Dork XI. 50 

41 Westmorland Ave, Ncwbiggin 
by-the*Sea, Northumberland 
NI64 6RN 

Aaiiiine 

- Gayton, Lanosida Road, New Mills, 
Nr Stockport SKI 2 4LU 



CPC Mania, II 50 
DMP Software 

S 9 Wolverhampton Rood, Codsali, 
Wolverhampton WV8 1 PL 

The iHeiliii t er 

1 4 Station Read, Rice all, York, 
North York* YC4 6QJ 

( toques i;.iy.j!iii- to ,i R NjJfii Q[ itnd SQp 

PD Power 

- 13 Rodney Close. Billon, Rugby 

CV22 7HL 



Bedel 

a D17B2 744707 

•WlCPflaMafRml 

(Fax) 017T2 703131 

Romantic Robot 
0181 300 4470 



■ 294 Holton Read, Barry, South Wales 
CF6 6HW tt O1440 700730 



Indie 



1 O Mcintosh Court, Wellpark, Glasgow 
031 2HW n 0141 554 4735 

CPC Southwest 

A Connaught Avenue, Motley, 
Plymouth P(4 7BX 



- 47-49 Railway Road, Leigh, Lanes 

WH7 44* 

o 01942 261466 



UAUG (Unitod Amstrad User Group) 

- 36 Uplands Crescent, Fareham, Hants 
POl6 7SV ■■■ 01329 234291 

WACCI 

- 7 Brum wood, HaWardea, Deoside 
Cfywd CHS 3JA a 01244 534942 



Basic PD 

' 3 Beacon Laoe, Wktptoa, txetor, 
Devon, 1X4 8BD 

i jsvt'lli'tmli itiwiry. Dealing only m BASIC. 

ColrobPD 

■ 9 Avlomorc Road, Henvllngton, 
Middlesbrough 

l,U«."0iilv F'Dlibrjry 



1 Vicarage View, ftedditch, Wares 
497 4RF 

Steiar Oulposl. £2.99 (lapel. 13.99 [disci 

DMP Softwa r e 

- 49 Wolverhampton Read, Codsali, 

Wolverhampton WVB 1PL 

Send SAE lor t:jtak)giie, 

racms eowwwwre 

■ 37 Trim Ingham Drive, Bury* 

Lanes 4L4 ~ 
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Why doesn't my printer 
print? Mew do I work your 
cove rta pes? Why do people 
watch GMTV? Richard 
Foirhurst has the answers. 
Well, to Hie first two 
questions, anyway- 



t;. 



QUESTIONS 

D ANSWE 

Invisible touch 

1 In AA105 you said you would 
consider reprinting a hardware 
project for an 8-bit printer port 1 think Hits 
would be a brilliant idea... 

2 In one of your magazines, you said that 
there is a way of formatting 3 -inch discs to 
360K per side, Kow is this done? 

3 Which serial interface and modem do you 
recommend for use with a CPC 612&, m 
terms of price, user-friendliness and so on? 

4 What happened 

to the hard disc for 
the CPC? 

5 Which is the best 
ROM-board? 

6 Can the dk Tronic? 
Lightpen interface for 
the 464 be used on a 
6128, as I have both? 

7 Where is the best 
place to track down 
3 -inch discs? 

8 When catalogued 
when of my discs 

doesn't show any Link m CK and In* 

programs, yet it only 

has 10K free, and I can run MM mil m4tt 

the plat* far 
bargain*. 



READER ADS 




Umk a 0»C ami Interface with a Mi»ltifa<*. 



programs from it by simply typing, say, 
RUN-RADLEAX 

I think this disc is a PD selection - I'm not 
sure, because it came second-hand with my 
computer. Yet using the Organise program, 
written by yourself (that's the original Disc 
Organise, not Desktop Organise - Richard). 
I log in this disc, and the program displays 
each hie, calling them R/0 system'. 

What does this mean? Kow can they be 
used otherwise? 

9 Could the 3-tnch drive on my 6128 be 
used on a PC, in 



place of the 

5.2&*lnch drive, 
say? How? 

10 Is there a 
service manual for 
the 6128? I know 
there is for the CPC 
Plus range. 

1 1 Where can I get 
the enhanced 
version of GPafnf? 
(GPaint+ ?) 
Barry Hunter. 

ace with a M»ltffa<*. Ffestiniog 
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1 So do a lot of you. |udgmg by the 
i letters AA receives. Look out for a 
forthcoming Top Tips', 
2 Did we..,? Vou can format them to 3&0K 
^_ per side using a PCW 8512 second 
drive, but ifs pmpossiWe 
on A normal CPC 
-240K 
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Covertape 
Clinic 

Illogical Hial 

Trilogy 

Please tell me how 
to get the AA1 13 
covertape (Samurai 
Trffogy) working. It 
loads as far as the 
language selection 
screen and then, 
no matter what I 
do, it progresses 
no further, 
David Perciv&t. 
Birmingham 

Samurai - somewhat 
As we pointed OUt in idiatyncrstic. 

the instructions, the 
Samurai Trilogy menu system is a little 
idiosyncratic. To choose an option, first 
move the highlight bar with the joystick 
to the appropriate line and then move 
your joystick right to select this option. 
Then press Fire! to leave the menu. This 
system comes in useful in later menus - 
the training menu, for example, where 
you need to choose more than one 
option at once. 
Hope this helps. 

One born every 
minute... 

1 When is Street Fighter It coming out 
on the covertape? I haven't hoard about 
it for ages, 

2 In AA1 U you gave me a copy of the 
OE S demo, but the covertape wasn't 
working well. I got everything else to 
work except OES - why? The covertape 
sound was all w a very. 

3 Thanks for PowerSpeH in AA113 you 
saved me 3 lot of money? What are the 
controls for Samurai Trilogy? 

4 Where can I get Megahfasters. the 
full game? 

Ian Sinclair, Preston 

1 Er , don't hold your breath. The advert 
was intended to show that if you didn't 
read AA, you wouldn't know if it was 
released. Street Fighter II is not coming 
out on the CPC. What do you want it for 
now that you've got Chuck ie Egg {see 
page 5}, anyway? 

2 If the tape sound is 'wavery', and all 
your other tapes work okay, it's likely 
that you've got a dud tape. To check 
whether this is the case, insert the 
offending side, rewind to the start, and 
type CAT. If nothing shows up, or you 
see 'Read error', your tape won't toad. 
Able* will replace it for you - see the 
covertape page (5) for details. 

3 Samurai Trilogy is controlled by the 
joystick - see the above letter. 

4 To get Mega busters try Radical 
Software tylax 01903 206739. 
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jxt sides about the limit, and that's both tricky 
and somewhat unreliable. 
3 An Amstrad. Pace or Grtert serial interface is 
your best bet. To get hold of them try the M 



small ads - turn to page 10. Use the grid to 
place an ad in the Wanted section of a 
forthcoming issue. Ifs a free service! For a 
modem, go for the cheapest 2400 baud model 
you can get hold of - Amstrad s own SM2400 
has been discounted a lot recently, see page 21. 
(I picked up mine for £35 J The CPC can't cope 
with much over 2400 baud, although a more 
expensive model might be a better if you're 
planning to move to a PC or a Mac soon. 

4 Quantum Computing happened to it. Moreover, 
a hard disc would be no use at all for a CPC: 
CPC programs simply aren't designed to pick up 
on mass storage like that and they don't need to. 

5 One you can get hold of (see 3, above, for 
details of the AA classified pages) is the classc 
RofTibo. It is common, reliable and sturdy. 

6 The only difference between dkTroncs' 464 
and 61 28 models is that of shape. You'll Find it 
difficult then, to physically fit a 464 interface to 
a 6128, but if you can put something between 
the computer and Itie interface - a Muftiface, for 
example - it'll be okay. 

7 Try any of the advertisers in this issue. Of the 
WACCl Jser Group I" 01983 882197). The best 
discs available are ex software house stock, as 
they are usually Maxell discs, rather than the 
rather grotty Amsoft-branded discs which are 
available elsewhere. 

8 R/0 means read only' - in other words, the file 
can't be deleted. 'System* describes a file which, 
although if s on the disc, is invisible to the CAT 
command. This is why your disc appears to be 
empty. Numerous disc utilities, such as the 
ubiquitous ParaDOS, can set files to 'System' 
status, or make Ihem visible again 

9 Yep - the pinouts of a 3-inch drive adhere to 
the Shugart standard used by PCs everywhere, 
The only proviso is that you should not by to use 
an Amstrad 3inch drive on a PC m conjunction 
with any other floppy drive at the same time: 
serious damage can result to your internal drive 
if you do. Always just swap the two around, 

10 6128 service manuals can be found floating 
around frequently at All Formats Computer Fairs, 
see AAl 14 page 6, (A levitate rechnfcal 
reference? This I have to see- Ed.) Alternatively, 
WACCf's book library - a 01 733 260616 - have 
a copy lo lend members, 

11 It's called GPaint 2. Most PD libraries should 
have a copy - try Sheepsoft (see Amscene 
Directory on page 20). 

Border of Swindon 

I want to put a border with pictures 
on the screen around some text in a 
program I am making. I have already made 
a title screen using GPaint. and wonder if 
it's possible to do the same in the border. 
barren Rolf?. Swindon 

You can't put any graphics in the usual 
1 border 1 (the one whose colour you 
change with the BORDER command) 
without using the overscan technique, which is 
the domain ol demo coders. However, if you 
draw a screen with GPaint consisting of a frame 
to put some text in, you can load this into BASIC 
with the usual method - LOAD *filename",4C000 
- and then restrict the area m which the CPC 
prints text by using the WHNDGW command. For 
example, if you had drawn a Frame two 
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characters wide in MODE I , you would type 
WINDOW 3,38,3.23, To get back to normal, type 
WINDOW 1.40.1.25, 

Tripe-checker? 

I was flicking through some of my 
— recent AAs and. to my joy. found a 
type-in from AA108 called Animator: to, 
being realty into computer-aided animation 
techniques, I decided to type it in. To my 
horror 1 found something wrong with it when 
it had finished - it ran and then nothing 
happened. As 1 had been using 
fypeChecker. I put it through it... Nothing 



wrong. Please can you help? 
Richard Soper, Deeping St James 

We haven't heard of anyone else having 
problems with Animator, so if s probably 
your typing. TypeChecker, although it 
notices if you type the wrong letters in a 
line, doesn't pick up if they're m the wrong order 
- for example, if you've swapped two letters or 
numbers around, accidentally. Check the bsbng 
again, keeping an eye out for this. 

If you don't have any luck, there's an Almost 
PD program by the name of Animator I avaiaUe. 
Ask your favourite library for i Copy. 



Top lips 



Speedy Gonzal-DES 

Peter Campbell, the man behind 
Glaswegian CPC specialists and 
authors of OES CampurSoft, 
reports that a number of AA 
readers are asking how to speed 
the pointer up in the demo version 
of DES which we gave away on the 
AA1 11 covertape. It's easy... Hold 
down SHIR or CTRL as you are 
moving the cursor. Another easy way 
to speed up using DES is to use the 
keyboard shortcuts - whenever you 
see an underlined letter, that key can 
he pressed to gain instant access to 
the option in question. 

Go Forth and multiply 

There hasn't been anything really 
techy released for the CPC in ages: 
disc utilities. WIMP systems, no 
problem. But a new programming 
language? Sorry, can't help you there* 
guv. Why not try a PD library - they can 
provide you with some CP/M stuff that 
takes two hours to install and still won't 
work afterwards. 

In fact a knowfedgeable- sounding chap 
called David Cantrelt has recently 
contacted us with details of a new Forth 
compiler running under AmsDOS {for 
128K disc machines only), which he's 
positioning as a serious system for 
developing stand-alone machine code 
programs - without the hassle of assembly 
language. Although it's not like any other 
you've seen (for example, to add two and 
two, you'd write 2 2 +}. Forth can be an 
incredibly flexible language. 

For around £10 this should be worth 
looking out for. Well be carrying more 
details in a future AA, or you can contact 
David direct [remember to enclose an 
SAE!) at 1 16 London Road, Bex hill-on Sea. 
East Sussex TN39 AAA. David is also the 
man to contact regarding CPC-Emu. one 
of the increasingly numerous CPC 
emulators for PCs. 

New formula surf 

Rule 1 of the Internet; never trust anyone 
who mentions the phrase Information 
Superhighway', Surfin' the Net*, or any 
such abomination... 

Anyway, courtesy of the FAQ 
(Frequently Asked Questions list) of the 




tf you or* DES-perote you tan speed up DES. 

newsgroup comp.sys.amstrad.8bit. here's 
a quick guide to what you can find on the 
'net which is of use to CPC users. 

First up, there's the aforementioned 
newsgroup, which (despite being 
populated by some illustrious characters 
In the CPC's history] has a friendly and 
helpful atmosphere. There are also 'World 
Wide Web' sites with interesting 
information (including the AA home page) 
see What's happening AA115, page 3 or 
find us at: http://www.futurenet.co.ufc/ 
c omuuting/amstrad action , html 

The other resources of most interest 
are ftp sites - Internet jargon for 
collections of programs that can be 
downloaded freely. You need a special ftp 
program and the usual protocol is to log 
on with the usemame 'anonymous', and 
the password set to your standard e-mail 
address. The best one is ftp.ibp.fr - took in 
the directory/pub/amstrad. 
ftp.demon.co.uk contains a number of 
CP/M programs in the directory 
/pub/cpm. If you are using a PC, you can 
download the CPC emulator from 
ftp .ibp.fr, among other sites. There's also 
an ftp site in Norway with tons of CPC 
stuff, but as it's full of pirated software, it's 
not our place to recommend it 



COMPETITION 





You've read the article*, 
and followed the logic, 

now you can 
win one of 
the word 
processors*.. 



i 



ersaMy and ease of use are the most 
"sought alter attributes of a word 
processor Angela found that both 
I asword and Protect shape up... 

• Both word processors haw orderly screens lor 
which you can choose the colours. 

You can also, 

► jump from one end of a documeni lo another; 

• and from one page to another. 
In addition you can, 

• cut and paste using block markers; 

• set margins ,., AH using ift&uti conif ol codes. 

In addition you can set the printing options 
and choose from: 

• continuous prmbng; 

• near tetter quality; 
ft page numbers; 

• headers; 

• footers; 

• page length; 
ft margins..- 



Tasword . 

Tasword is easy to use, It has a status bar 
which mrrors how you handle the test If your ^ 
text is in caps, for example, so is the status 
bar. The menu option is well thought out 
and simple to use. 

Angela Cook concluded: 
*f am definitely of the view that 
Tasword is a giant after ail. " 

If you win Tasword 6128 you wtfl also 
receive its spell checker - Tas Spell. Both are 
suitable for use on the CPC 61 28. Tasword retails 
for £29.95 and 7as-$pell for £24.95. 

For more information on Tasword and Tas-SpeU 
contact Tasman Software, Springfield House, Hyde 
Terrace, Leeds LS2 9LN » 01 13 2433301. 

Protext 

The Protect screen is available for green or colour 
monitors or, as with Tasword, you can define the 
cotours yourself. 

Pretext boasts several modes including a 
command mode through which you can access the 
*€LP function. The others include: 
• document, in which you compose your letters lo 




fo&?0 







How to win! 

Simply tell us 

WOW MANY WNARY CHGTTS THERE ARE IN AN 

S BIT MACHINE 

Put your answer on a badt-ot-an-onvetape or on a 

postcard; state which of the priies you wish to win 

and sand It to. In a word. Amstrad Action, 
Monmouth Street. Bath, Avon BA1 2BWor youcan 
Ei-maiJ us at M9fUturc»ct cQ.uk 

The closure date *s Wednesday, 
24 May. 1 995 



# # 



Reaction and: 

• program which you can use to type your 

Own program before using it r\ BASIC. 

The CP/M version of Ptotext comes *ilh a 
spell checker and mail merge. We have disc 
versions of each of ft-otent and Prole*! CFyM 
versions to grve away this month 1 

Angela found that: 



"...me Protext manual is thoughtfully written, 
easy to understand and has botfi an index and 
helprut glossary. " 

Protext costs around £30 and the CPM version 




costs around £35, For more information contact 
Amor Ltd, Lmcoln Road, Peterborough PEl 3HA 
* 01 733 63909/lax 01 733 67299. 

There is also a Protext ROM chip, the Preprint, 



[Protext enhancer! which cosls £24.99. (The disc 
version costs £14.99.1 More information from 
CampurSolt. 10 Mcintosh Court. WeHpark, Glasgow 
G31 2HW»014) 554 4735/fa*0l4i 227 4486 



In 'War of the Words', AA115, Angela Cook compared the majoT players in the CPC WP scene. 
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